
BAJRACHARYA Shashi .. 
From: MORGAN Bill F 
Sent: Tuesday, January 27. 2009 5:25 PM 
To: BARRY Celia; BAJRACHARYA Shashi; CHASTAIN Ed 
Cc: MILLER Marsha A; MOSIER Christy M; NELSON Arno L 
Subject: FW: meeting 1/28/09 

Please make sure this gets into the public record process for the CIP. 
Thanks. 

-----Original Message----­
From: "STEWART Faye H" <Faye.STEWART@co.lane.or.us> 
To: "MORGAN Bill F" <BilI.MORGAN@co.lane.or.us> 
Sent: 1/27/094:57 PM 
Subject: FW: meeting 1/28/09 

Bill , 

Could you add these comments to the Roads Advisory Meeting tomorrow night? 

Faye 

-----Original Message----­
From: Apryl Smith [mailto:aprsmith@sps.lane.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 20094:20 PM 
To: STEWART Faye H 
Subject: meeting 1/28/09 

Dear Mr. Stewart, 
I have been informed that you have a commissioner's meeting tomorrow 
evening, during which time an important issue will be brought to your 
attention. I am writing to persuade you to consider voting in favor 
of a capital improvement proposal that affects your constituency 
(myself included): a guardrail along a dangerous portion of Jasper­
Lowell Road. 

My husband and I have lived in Fall Creek for almost 9 years. Even 
during that short period of time, we have been saddened to learn of 
several accidents and fatalities on Jasper-Lowell Road, specifically 
between milepost 2 and 3. That stretch of road runs directly next to 
the river and there is nothing stopping vehicles from leaving the 
road and plummeting into the frigid water. As a matter of fact, in 
the past four years, two cars have done exactly that, in almost the 
same place. Both accidents were fatalities, with the drivers drowning 
in their submerged vehicles: an elderly woman who taught Sunday 
School at Fall Creek Christian Church, and a young man on his way to 
work who apparently hit an icy spot on the road. 

You might think that these are two isolated cases, but they are not.
 
I represent a group of concerned citizens who have complained about a
 
lack of guardrails at this same spot for over 50 years. They can name
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several people who have inadvertently ended up in the river as a 
result of ice, deer, and other accidental causes. Some have been 
lucky to survive, while others have not. 

EPUD recently removed bushes and trees from the shoulder that once 
concealed much of the lurking danger of the river below. Now there is 
nothing stopping or slowing a vehicle from entering the deep pools at 
the road's edge. As a matter of fact, the young man that I mentioned 
previously was unfortunate enough that his car went between two 
trees, entered a deep pool of icy dark water that hid his vehicle 
from sight for several weeks until an aerial team spotted it 
underwater. That was before EPUD cleared it further. 

I contacted Lane County Public Works because I am a concerned 
citizen, and most importantly, a mother of sons who will someday 
drive that stretch of road. Eric, a traffic engineer, was kind enough 
to visit the site, take pictures, and present our case to his 
supervisor. With the budget crisis looming and the cost of this 
guardrail beyond what his department could afford to support, the 
decision is being transferred to you. Please review the information 
presented at your meeting, drive on that road yourself, and make a 
decision that could save the lives of many more people in our 
community! We need a protective guardrail at that site. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my email and consider the 
decision. There are other requesters as well, and we may organize to 
attend the public hearing in February. I would certainly appreciate 
your response. 
Respectfully, 
Apryl Smith 
Fall Creek, OR 
(541) 741-1248 or (541) 953-0558 

Note: The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential
 
and protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or
 
an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you
 
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us
 
immediately by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer.
 

Thank you.
 
SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 19
 

2 
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: Julie Uewlz25@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Thursday, March OS, 2009 11 :46 AM 

To: BA.IRACHARYA Shashi 

Subject: Jasper Lowell Road 

Hello, 

As a long time resident of Lowell, and as a prior resident of Oakridge, I would implore you 
to consider the possibility of a guard rail along some of the more treacherous areas of 
Jasper-Lowell Road. In recent years there have been a small number of lives lost due 
to vehicles becoming submersed in the river along this route. There are many times 
during night, or adverse weather conditions that I have chosen to travel Hwy 58 to the 
Pleasant Hill cut off, rather than travel on the "back road" from Lowell to Jasper. 

As a mother whose oldest child will begin driving this year, this issue is of great concern to 
me. I know an accident can happen anywhere at anytime, however, I believe that one 
accidental vehicle submersion avoided is a life worth saving. 

Thank you for your time, 

Julie Valencia 

HI732 ,\Iinno\V Creek Rd. 

Lowell, OR 97452 

541-913-0996 cell 

541-937-2471 home 

03/05/2009
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: Colette & Tim Ullrich [colettetim.ullrich@gmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2009 8:48 PM 

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

Subject: guardrail along Jasper Lowell Rd 

Hello Ms. Bajracharya, 

I will not be able to attend the public forum for the issue concerning a new guardrail along Jasper Lowell Road that is 
being heard on Wednesday evening. My family has lived in the Fall Creek area for the last 10 years. My husband drives 
this road every day to and from work and we will soon have young drivers along this stretch of road too. I can't impress 
upon you how important it is to have a guardrail to help protect all of us from the dangers of this stretch along the river. 
If you've ever driven this part of Jasper Lowell, it would be easy for you to see just how dangerous it is, especially now 
that EPUD has cleared the dead trees, brush and grass away. There is absolutely nothing to keep a driver from 
inadvertently going off the road due to icy conditions, deer or other mishaps. Please add me to the list of concerned 
citizens from the LowelVFall Creek area that would love to see an improvement to Jasper Lowell road that can help to 
save lives. 

Colette and Tim Ullrich 

02/25/2009
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Nov 10-08 

Bill Morgan, PE 
County Engineer 
3040 North Delta Highway, 
Eugene, Oregon 
97408 

Mr. Morgan: 

Thank you for your letter ofJuly 23 re the guardrail on Jasper-Lowell Road 
at Mile Post 2.5 to 3.0. We certainly understand budget constraints as you 
discussed. 

Currently the electric crews are removing brush along the roadside in this 
area. This highlights the risk along these curves, and with the onset of fog 
and ice ,we feel the need to revisit this concern. 

Your letter indicates, in 2002 the department was aware "that over 2 miles 
of road met guardrail warrants." Six years have passed, perhaps one life 
could have been saved. 

We would ask during the next budget deliberations and allotment of funds, 
that this area be given a higher priority for the recommended placement of 
guardrail in the not to distant future. 

Sincerely, 

Joyce Foster and Emil Kordon. 

Please circulate to the following-
Arno Nelson- Road Maintenance Manager 
Celia Barry- Transportation Manager 
John Petsch- Senior Engineering Associate 
Frank Simas- Acting Div Manager 
Edward Chastain- Lane County Traffic Engineer 
Oliver Snowden- Lane County Public Worlcs Director 
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Mr. Arno Nelson
 
Road Maintenance Manager,
 
Lane County Public Works.
 

The recent tragedy at the Junction of the Willamette and
 
Fall Creek rivers has prompted this letter. The stretch of
 
highway on Jasper Lowell road about one quarter mile
 
from milepost three, just prior to Jasper Mountain requires
 
an assessment for placement of a guard rail...,. '.' .
 
There is no available shoulder on either of tbe~,curves,
 
leaving nothing to provide sonle protectio"it'rrom' the river.
 
The water is very deep right at the junction\5fthese two
 .
flvers. 
This highway has experienced increased traffic, many 
vehicles pulling boats or trailers, and frequent deer 
crossings. 
Emil Kordon has driven this highway for fifty years 
and is aware of many accidents,we, as well as many of our 
neighbors have witnessed many high risk situations in 
this particular area. 
We would appreciate your attention to these concerns. 

Sincerley, 
Cc Ollie Snowden 

Director LCPW.
 
Joyce Foster and
 
Emil Kordon
 
38100 Pengra Road
 
Fall Creek.Or 97438
 
Phone-937-2632 
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: PINE John N [John.N.Pine@state.or.us] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 24,20099:13 AM 

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

SUbject: Install guardrail along Jasper-Lowell Road 

Commissioners of Lane County,
 
I am writing in support of the proposal to install a guardrail along the most dangerous section of the Jasper-Lowell
 
Road. The section between mile posts 2 and 3 seem to be the most dangerous.
 

I live in Lowell and travel on this stretch of road often. I occasionally drive on this road for work as well. I have
 
responded to incidents on the roadway as a volunteer EMT. Related to that, I have the effects of vehicles colliding with
 
guardrails versus being airborne or going over an embankment. I must tell you that the greater damage to life and limb
 
comes from not having a barrier such as a guardrail that can at the very least slow down a vehicle.
 

My greatest concern is that my family uses this road all times of the year. I have a wife and two young children. We
 
take the Jasper-Lowell Road to get to Springfield for food, medical care, and other daily living needs. Although we
 
drive defensively and cautiously, periods of ice and snow, heavy rain or fog all have the potential to allow a vehicle to go
 
off road without warning. Putting up guardrails would allow for safer driving during these periods because there would
 
be a physical presence to gauge distance and speed. Without that barrier it can be difficult to see the road side and get
 
dangerously close to the outside shoulder.
 

I understand the budget is in critical condition. I just ask that you consider this important project if and when funds do
 
become available.
 

Thank you for your time and attention,
 

Respectfully
 

John Pine
 
Lowell, OR 
541-937-4328 

02/24/2009
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: wrweathers@att.net 

Sent: Thursday, March 05, 20094:46 PM 

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

Cc: GALVIN Michael (SMTP) 

SUbject: RAC testimony 

Roads Advisory Committee: 

The portion of Jasper-Lowell Road between Jasper Mtn Center and the confluence of the Middle Fork 
and Fall Creek has a narrow shoulder and no guard rail. We have lost quite a few people who slipped 
off the shoulder there, and into the river and drowned. We urge you to install a guard rail at this 
location. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Warren Weathers, Mayor 
City of Lowell 
P.O.Box 490 
Lowell, OR 97452 

03/0612009
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: Tracey [tralynns@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2009 11 :45 AM 

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

SUbject: Guardrails on Lowell Jasper Road. 

Hello Ms. Bajracharya, 

Re: Wednesday Evening Forum: Consideration of guardrail along Jasper Lowell Road. 

We are unable to attend this forum. My husband been a resident of Fall Creek for 40+ years. He has driven this road to 
and from work almost daily during this time. I have lived in Fall Creek and driven this road for 15 years. We will also 
soon have young drivers that will be driving it. I can't begin to impress how badly guardrails are needed along this stretch 
to protect us and everyone driving this stretch along the river. 

In all of the time we have been driving this road, it has never been so dangerous, now that that treat and brush have been 
cleared. It has also never been so occupied. There is nothing left to protect a driver from the cliff fall and landing in the 
river. This road is curvy and frequently icy. There is also often deer and other wildlife surprising you when you drive it. 
It has become a commonly used road for more and more people. 

Please add us to the list of concerned citizens from the LowelllFall Creek area that believe this is a necessary 
improvement that needs to be made for Jasper Lowell road to be a safe road. 

Tracey Jearls 

Harlan Jearls 

02/26/2009
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: MICHAEL GALVIN [mgalvin@pacbell.net] 

Sent: Thursday, March 05,20094:42 PM 

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

Cc: STEWART Faye H 

Subject: Jasper-Lowell Road Guardrails 

This communication is a request that the Lane County Road Advisory Committee support of 
the installation of guardrails on Jasper-Lowell Road in the area of mile posts 2 and 3. 

I am a resident of Fall Creek and frequent user of Jasper-Lowell road and have had serious 
concerns about the hazardous condition which Lane County has allowed to exist by not 
providing guardrails to prevent vehicles from leaving the roadway and entering the adjacent 
waterways. The design of the roadway and the presence of ice and/or wildlife at various times 
of the year have created a situation where there have been serious injuries and loss of life. 

As a member of both the Lowell Rural Fire Protection District Board and the Lowell School 
District Board, I am very aware of the numerous emergency responses to the area as well as 
the daily danger to the many students transported along that section of Jasper-Lowell Road in 
the school district's buses. 

I strongly urge Lane County to provide appropriate guardrails on this hazardous section of 
county roadway and mitigate this situation before another incident occurs. 

Thank you, 

Michael J. Galvin 
39557 Place Road 
Fall Creek, Oregon 

03/0612009
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