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M E M O R A N D U M  

TO:    Roads Advisory Committee 
 
FROM:  Shashi Bajracharya, Transportation Planning  
 
DATE: 3/16/2009 
 
RE:  Draft Capital Improvement Program FY 2010-14 Update 
 
 
The Roads Advisory Committee (RAC) held a public hearing on the Draft Capital 
Improvement Program FY 2010 through FY 2014 (Draft CIP 10-14) on February 25, 
2009. Attached is an updated Draft CIP 10-14 prepared in response to the testimony 
received during the public hearing, comments received in the mail, or adjustments 
made pursuant to new funding information (Attachment 1). Last month we told you that 
there might be some changes in project funding due to the federal economic stimulus 
package. This memo explains the changes made since the release of the Draft CIP 
Summary Tables on January 28, 2009. Staff anticipates the RAC will make a 
recommendation on the Draft CIP 10-14 at the March 25, 2009 meeting.  
 

Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the revised Draft CIP 10-14 Executive Summary Tables be 
forwarded, as attached to the memo, to the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) for 
consideration. Staff will then proceed with production of the complete CIP document for 
presentation to the BCC and a second public hearing. Proposed changes are 
summarized below. 
 

Changes to Executive Tables 
Staff initiated the following changes and updated the Draft CIP 10-14 since its formal 
release in January based upon updated information, funding conditions, and additional 
funding requests. 
 
Jasper-Lowell Guardrail Project 
Staff published the released Draft CIP 10-14 on the County website with a 30-day 
public comment period ahead of the February public hearing. During the comment 
period, eight written comments were received. All of the written comment requests are 
for guardrail installations along Jasper-Lowell Road between mile point 2.5 and mile 
point 3.0. During the public hearing, three speakers also provided testimony on the 
project request. Considering the citizen requests and due to unanticipated economic 
stimulus funding, it became possible to include this project without reducing funding to 
other CIP items. Staff has included this project in this updated Draft CIP 10-14. Copies 
of the written comments are attached (Attachment 2). 
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Design Engineering and Traffic Engineering have initiated a feasibility study on the 
citizen request. Design Engineering is ascertaining that there are no environmental 
issues. Field Engineering has also researched utilities in the area. The preliminary 
study indicates that the project can be constructed as early as the spring of 2010 for an 
estimated cost of $400,000. Attachment 3 Project Information Sheet prepared for this 
project provides additional information. Transportation Planning believes the funding 
required for this project can be arranged from the SB 994 monies freed up by using the 
federal economic stimulus funds allocated for a previously adopted project, as 
discussed below.  
 
Harlow Road - Hayden Bridge Way Project Update 
The Harlow Road-Hayden Bridge Way Pavement Rehabilitation Project was adopted in 
CIP 08-12 with partial funding from metro area Surface Transportation Program-Urban 
(STP-U) funds with an estimated project cost of $810,000. In CIP 09-13, the project 
was re-scoped to include additional pavement works, with an upward revised project 
cost of $1,615,000. Per this revised scope, the county match would be $889,000 going 
towards a 10.29% local match ($83,000) and additional county work ($806,000).The 
released Draft CIP 10-14 continued to show an $889,000 expenditure (excluding SPT-
U funds) while showing STP-U funding of $726,000 as revenue.  
 
Since the adoption of CIP 09-13, Design Engineering has refined the project scope 
once again in order to use American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) 
funding. According to the revised scope, the pavement will be milled to two inches 
deep, inlayed with 3” of Asphalt Concrete with spot repairs. The revised plan also 
includes reconstruction of 52 sidewalk ramps to bring them up to current ADA 
standards. The revised cost for the project is now estimated at $1,445,000. 
 
The scope revision was required to conform to ARRA funding criteria. The revised 
(downsized) scope brings the project in conformance with a typical 1-R standard1 
project. With the changes in the scope, the project is now eligible to use a $382,000 
ARRA grant allocated for the MPO area. This will reduce the net Road Fund expense 
for this project to $337,000. The STP-U funding amount remains unchanged at 
$726,000. The County should be able to accommodate additional unfunded projects 
amounting up to $552,000 due to the changes described above. Staff recommends 
using most of these funds towards the Jasper-Lowell guardrail project, with reminder 
monies also available for other CIP line items.  
 
Goodpasture Covered Bridge Update 
The Goodpasture Covered Bridge project’s Road Fund expenditure has been updated 
to show $120,750. The additional $100,000 amount is allocated towards bridge 
painting works. Maintenance Division has plans for painting all the Lane County 
covered bridges. Goodpasture Covered bridge is one of the bridges that will be painted 
under this plan. As the bridge-repair works involves constructing containment areas, it 
will be cost effective to get the painting works done simultaneously when the bridge is 

                                             
1 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) defines a 1-R standard project as a project that does not add 
roadway width and depth of pavement (no structural overlay). 1-R project standards require guardrail 
and sidewalk ramp upgrades. 
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being repaired. Accordingly, Design Engineering has included painting works in the 
bridge contract. ODOT is bidding the project inclusive of the painting works. This 
amount will be a payment to ODOT. 
 
Five Rivers Fish Passage Project 
The Five Rivers Fish Passage Project scheduled for FY 2010 has been deferred to FY 
2011. Based on the latest project information, the project schedule will evolve over the 
next 3 months. Currently, the project is being considered by the US Forest Service 
Roads Advisory Committee. The US Forest Service will seek a grant in April 2009. If 
the grant is approved for the full amount requested, the County will not be involved in 
this project and it will be deleted from the CIP. However, it will remain as a FY 2011 
project if the grant is only partially funded requiring a Road Fund contribution. 
 
School Zone Flashers Installation 
The updated Draft CIP 10-14 includes funding for the School Zone flashers 
installations. Traffic Engineering is currently working on design and cost estimates for 
the project. In the released version of the CIP, the project amount was shown to be 
$200,000. The project cost is now shown as $300,000 in the revised Draft anticipating 
adjustments in material costs. With the ARRA funding dedicated towards other eligible 
priority projects, staff believes there will be additional flexibility in programming SB 994 
monies towards safety related projects. Staff contemplates using SB 994 funding this 
project. The additional funds made available for this project will be used in selecting 
appropriate hardware and technology upgrades (solar or non-solar) suitable to meet 
site-specific need of schools in rural Lane County. 
 

Summary of Public Comments 
Three citizens requested time to speak before the RAC at the February 25, 2009 
Hearing. All three speakers requested a safety improvement project on Jasper-Lowell 
Road. They were concerned that the stretch of road from mile point 2.5 to mile point 
3.0 is lacking guardrails, and is very close to the riverbank. The road remains busy with 
both local and recreational travelers. The citizens approached Lane County staff 
regarding this safety concern. They were advised to raise the issue as part of the CIP 
adoption process. Staff has assessed the site and determined that the area warrants 
guardrails.  
 
 

Requested Action 
The updated Draft CIP 10-14 is responsive to the current financial situation, staff 
resources, and public request for projects. Staff anticipates the RAC will forward the 
Draft CIP 10-14 with a recommendation to the BCC at the March 25, 2009 meeting. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Updated Draft CIP 10-14, dated March 10, 2009 
2. Written Comments-letters and emails 
3. Jasper-Lowell Project Information Sheet 
4. February 25, 2009 RAC Public Hearing documents 



 Draft FY 10/14 CIP
(3/10/2009)

CATEGORY  FY 09-10  FY 10-11  FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14  5 YR Total 
ANNUAL TOTALS BY CATEGORY

RIGHT OF WAY (see page 2) $10,000 $10,000
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION (see page 2) $325,000 $325,000
STRUCTURES (see page 2) $204,040 $204,040
PRESERVATION/REHABILITATION FUNDS (see page 3) $5,462,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $23,462,000
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS (see page 3) $830,000 $830,000

SUBTOTAL COUNTY PROJECTS $6,831,040 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $24,831,040

PAYMENTS AND MATCHES TO OTHER AGENCIES (see page 4) $1,030,000 $1,030,000
FISH PASSAGE PROJECTS (see page 4) $50,000 $275,000 $325,000

SUBTOTAL-PAYMENTS & SPECIAL PROJECTS $1,080,000 $275,000 $1,355,000

Annual CIP $7,911,040 $4,775,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $26,186,040
Project Specific Revenue / Grants (see page 5) $75,000 $75,000

Net County CIP Cost $7,911,040 $4,700,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $26,111,040

FY 10/14 CIP SUMMARY

Last update: 3/10/2009 Attachment 1
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 Draft FY 10/14 CIP
(3/10/2009)

CATEGORY  FY 09-10  FY 10-11  FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14  5 YR Total 
RIGHT OF WAY 1

Irving Road at NW Expressway and UP Railroad Crossing 2 $10,000 $10,000
TOTAL $10,000 $10,000

CATEGORY  FY 09-10  FY 10-11  FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14  5 YR Total 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

Road-related  Construction for Lowell Assisted Housing3 $325,000 $325,000
TOTAL $325,000 $325,000

CATEGORY  FY 09-10  FY 10-11  FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14  5 YR Total 
STRUCTURES

Goodpasture Covered Bridge 4 $120,750 $120,750

Parvin Covered Bridge(HBP) 5 $83,290 $83,290
TOTAL $204,040 $204,040

(4) The Goodpasture Covered Bridge is funded through the National Historic Covered Bridge Program (NHCBP) at 89.7%. The amount shown is local match for the repair works ($20,750) and bridge painting 
works ($100,000) coming from the Road Funds. The total cost of the bridge repair works is $202,000. The bridge painting project $100,000 is not covered under the NHCBP funding.
(5) The Parvin Covered Bridge has recently been approved for HBP and NHCBP funding.  The project is funded at 89.7% grant and the remaining from Road Funds as local match. Total project cost is 
estimated at $811,000. The amount shown is County match.

(1) Right of way costs are approximate and based on an anticipated right of way impacts that are not defined in the early stages of project development. These costs are subject to change as design concepts 
are defined.
(2) An application for Federal ODOT Rail "Section 130" funds (approximately $886,000) has been made by ODOT staff. Lane County sought additional $237,000 from Surface Transportation Program (STP 
funds for Metro area). 

(3) Shows the total Road Funds allocation (payment to the City of Lowell) for the $ 560,000 Lowell Assisted Housing project. Board Order No. 08-5-7-14 has authorized the expenditure of $325,000 towards 
road related expenses.The City of Lowell will pay for the rest of services not covered by the Road Fund. The construction of the project will be managed the City.

Last update: 3/10/2009 Attachment 1
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 Draft FY 10/14 CIP
(3/10/2009)

CATEGORY  FY 09-10  FY 10-11  FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14  5 YR Total 
PRESERVATION/REHABILITATION FUNDS

Overlays and Pavement Rehabilitation 6 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $22,500,000
Harlow / Hayden Bridge Road, Pheasant Blvd to 19th St, Pavement 
Preservation (STP) 7

$337,000 $337,000

Bridge Rehabilitation and Preservation 8 $300,000 $300,000
Covered Bridge Rehabilitation 9 $325,000 $325,000

TOTAL $5,462,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $4,500,000 $23,462,000

CATEGORY  FY 09-10  FY 10-11  FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14  5 YR Total 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

School Zone Speed Limit Flashers 10 $300,000 $300,000

Irving Road at NW Expressway and UP Railroad Crossing (excludes 
railroad component) 11 $130,000 $130,000

Jasper-Lowell Road Guardrail Installation at mp2.5 to mp3.0 12 $400,000 $400,000
TOTAL $830,000 $830,000

(6)  These funds are programmed by County staff to respond to current pavement condition information and are needed to meet the priority of preserving and maintaining the existing road system.
(7)  Lane County has approval for Metro area STP funds for the Harlow / Hayden Bridge Road, Pheasant Blvd. to 19th, Pavement Preservation project. The updated total project cost is $1,445,000, down 
from the orginal $1,615,000. It includes a 10.27% local match ($83,000) for an ODOT contract and additional County work ($337,000). The amount shown is countywork plus the local match. 
(8)  These funds are programmed by County staff to respond to minor repair and maintenance needs on bridges.
(9) These funds are programmed by County staff to respond to repair and maintenance needs on covered bridges such as re-roofing, painting, and other minor repairs. 

(10) This school zone safety fund is allocated for installation of School Limit Flashers at locations where speed is higher than 35 mph.
(11) This project is programmed in coordination with ODOT Rail. ODOT staff has applied for the Federal ODOT Rail "Section 130" funds (approximately $886,000) to improve the railroad crossing. Lane 
County agreed to contribute $100,000 towards railroad crossing improvements. Lane County sought additional $237,000 from Surface Transportation Program (STP for Metro area) for the urban 
improvement component in the project area which requires a local match of 10.27%. The total construction cost is estimated to be $1,260,000. The amount shown includes $100,000 towards Railroad 
crossing works and $30,000 match.
(12) The Jasper-Lowell Guardrail project has been proposed in response to the citzen requests. The project installs 1,500 feet of guardrail along Jasper Lowell Road in two runs.

Last update: 3/10/2009 Attachment 1
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 Draft FY 10/14 CIP
(3/10/2009)

CATEGORY  FY 09-10  FY 10-11  FY 11-12 FY 12-13 Fy 13-14  5 YR Total 

PAYMENTS AND MATCHES TO OTHER AGENCIES

I-5/Coburg Interchange (Local Match) 13 $1,030,000 $1,030,000

TOTAL $1,030,000 $1,030,000

CATEGORY  FY 09-10  FY 10-11  FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14  5 YR Total 
FISH PASSAGE PROJECTS

Fish Passage Project Fund 14 $50,000 $50,000
Five Rivers Rd, mp 3.9 15 $275,000 $275,000

TOTAL $50,000 $275,000 $325,000

(14) This allocation in the Fish Passage Fund represents a set-aside amount that can be anticipated for future projects and allows Public Works and partner agencies to plan for and/or request funds as 
projects become imminent.
(15) The amount shown is construction cost estimate for culvert replacement project on Five Rivers Rd. US Forest Service has secured funding for design services amounting $75,000 only. Additional grant is 
being sought in April 09 by US Forest Service. If the grant is approved for the full amount sought then this project will be removed from the CIP. County staff costs are not reimbursed and are not shown in the 
cost estimate.   

(13) This is Lane County's contribution allocation for a $9,000,000 federal earmark for the project. ODOT has programmed $40,000,000 total for this interchange improvement project. ODOT anticipates 
phasing the project.

Last update: 3/10/2009 Attachment 1
 page 4 of  6



 Draft FY 10/14 CIP
(3/10/2009)

CATEGORY  FY 09-10  FY 10-11  FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14  5 YR Total 
REVENUE

Five Rivers Rd, mp 3.9 (Title II 100 % construction reimbursement)16 $75,000 $75,000
TOTAL $75,000 $75,000

(16) US Forest Service has secured funding for design services amounting $75,000. US Forest Service is seeking additioanl funding required for this project.

Last update: 3/10/2009 Attachment 1
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Draft FY 10/14 CIP
(Projects for Development)
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Laura Street Lindale Dr to Q St General 
Construction $1,025,000 V V V V V Urban improvement within 

City Limits

Bolton Hill Road Phase II Dogwood Ln to UGB General 
Construction $1,200,000 V V V V V V Potential urban growth area in 

the Veneta area due to a number of new subdivision proposals

High Pass Road Hwy 99 to Oaklea Dr General 
Construction $2,500,000 V V V V V V

A major connector road that connects 
Junction City Residential area with

Hwy 99

Coast Guard Road Rhodondron Dr
Coarst Guard Rd

General 
Construction $250,000 V V V V V City of Florence requested project for 

safety improvement

31st/28th St City Limits to 
Yolanda Ave

General 
Construction $400,000 V V V V V

A short section of county road that 
provides connectivity to local schools 

from the south,including new development

Junction City State Prison 
related road Milliron Road General 

Construction V V V V V V V V V Anticipated improvements in connection with the new State 
Prison and Mental Hospital

Hunsaker Ln-Beaver St Division Ave to 
River Rd

General 
Construction $3,225,000 V V V V V V V Facilitates access to River Road 

urban population

Sweet Creek Road Various Locations Safety $2,500,000 V Install retaining wall along slide affected roadway

Guardrail upgrades Various Locations Safety $1,000,000 V Install guardrails where warranted in the county road system

Layng Covered Bridge Structure $1,000,000 V Rehabilitate covered bridge, apply for federal funds

Earnest Covered Bridge Structure $1,000,000 V Apply for federal funds to rehabilitatte covered bridge.

Hyacinth St Calla St to Irvington Dr Bike and Ped $356,000 V V This sidewalk project provides a safe walking 
accesss to school.

Scope of Work

Project Name Category DescriptionLimit
Estimated

Construction
Cost

Last update: 1/15/2009
03/16/2009

Attachment 1
page 6 of 6
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi

From: MORGAN Bill F
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 5:25 PM
To: BARRY Celia; BAJRACHARYA Shashi; CHASTAIN Ed
Cc: MILLER Marsha A; MOSIER Christy M; NELSON Arno L
Subject: FW: meeting 1/28/09

Please make sure this gets into the public record process for the CIP.
Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: "STEWART Faye H" <Faye.STEWART@co.lane.or.us>
To: "MORGAN Bill F" <Bill.MORGAN@co.lane.or.us>
Sent: 1/27/09 4:57 PM
Subject: FW: meeting 1/28/09

Bill,

Could you add these comments to the Roads Advisory Meeting tomorrow night?

Faye

-----Original Message-----
From: Apryl Smith [mailto:aprsmith@sps.lane.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 4:20 PM
To: STEWART Faye H
Subject: meeting 1/28/09

Dear Mr. Stewart,
I have been informed that you have a commissioner's meeting tomorrow  
evening, during which time an important issue will be brought to your  
attention. I am writing to persuade you to consider voting in favor  
of a capital improvement proposal that affects your constituency  
(myself included): a guardrail along a dangerous portion of Jasper- 
Lowell Road.

My husband and I have lived in Fall Creek for almost 9 years. Even  
during that short period of time, we have been saddened to learn of  
several accidents and fatalities on Jasper-Lowell Road, specifically  
between milepost 2 and 3. That stretch of road runs directly next to  
the river and there is nothing stopping vehicles from leaving the  
road and plummeting into the frigid water. As a matter of fact, in  
the past four years, two cars have done exactly that, in almost the  
same place. Both accidents were fatalities, with the drivers drowning  
in their submerged vehicles: an elderly woman who taught Sunday  
School at Fall Creek Christian Church, and a young man on his way to  
work who apparently hit an icy spot on the road.

You might think that these are two isolated cases, but they are not.  
I represent a group of concerned citizens who have complained about a  
lack of guardrails at this same spot for over 50 years. They can name  Attachment 2

Written Comments
Page 1 of 11



2

several people who have inadvertently ended up in the river as a  
result of ice, deer, and other accidental causes. Some have been  
lucky to survive, while others have not.

EPUD recently removed bushes and trees from the shoulder that once  
concealed much of the lurking danger of the river below. Now there is  
nothing stopping or slowing a vehicle from entering the deep pools at  
the road's edge. As a matter of fact, the young man that I mentioned  
previously was unfortunate enough that his car went between two  
trees, entered a deep pool of icy dark water that hid his vehicle  
from sight for several weeks until an aerial team spotted it  
underwater. That was before EPUD cleared it further.

I contacted Lane County Public Works because I am a concerned  
citizen, and most importantly, a mother of sons who will someday  
drive that stretch of road. Eric, a traffic engineer, was kind enough  
to visit the site, take pictures, and present our case to his  
supervisor. With the budget crisis looming and the cost of this  
guardrail beyond what his department could afford to support, the  
decision is being transferred to you. Please review the information  
presented at your meeting, drive on that road yourself, and make a  
decision that could save the lives of many more people in our  
community! We need a protective guardrail at that site.

Thank you for taking the time to read my email and consider the  
decision. There are other requesters as well, and we may organize to  
attend the public hearing in February. I would certainly appreciate  
your response.
Respectfully,
Apryl Smith
Fall Creek, OR
(541) 741-1248 or (541) 953-0558

Note:  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential 
and protected from disclosure.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or 
an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify us 
immediately by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer.

Thank you.  
SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 19

Attachment 2
Written Comments

Page 2 of 11



BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: MICHAEL GALVIN [mgalvin@pacbell.net]

Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2009 4:42 PM

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi

Cc: STEWART Faye H

Subject: Jasper-Lowell Road Guardrails

03/06/2009

This communication is a request that the Lane County Road Advisory Committee support of 
the installation of guardrails on Jasper-Lowell Road in the area of mile posts 2 and 3.  
 
I am a resident of Fall Creek and frequent user of Jasper-Lowell road and have had serious 
concerns about the hazardous condition which Lane County has allowed to exist by not 
providing guardrails to prevent vehicles from leaving the roadway and entering the adjacent 
waterways. The design of the roadway and the presence of ice and/or wildlife at various times 
of the year have created a situation where there have been serious injuries and loss of life. 
 
As a member of both the Lowell Rural Fire Protection District Board and the Lowell School 
District Board, I am very aware of the numerous emergency responses to the area as well as 
the daily danger to the many students transported along that section of Jasper-Lowell Road in 
the school district's buses. 
 
I strongly urge Lane County to provide appropriate guardrails on this hazardous section of 
county roadway and mitigate this situation before another incident occurs.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Michael J. Galvin 
39557 Place Road 
Fall Creek, Oregon 

Attachment 2
Written Comments

Page 3 of 11



BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: Tracey [tralynns@yahoo.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2009 11:45 AM

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi

Subject: Guardrails on Lowell Jasper Road.

02/26/2009

 

Hello Ms. Bajracharya,  

   

Re:  Wednesday Evening  Forum: Consideration of guardrail along Jasper Lowell Road.  

   

We are unable to attend this forum. My husband been a resident of Fall Creek for 40+ years. He has driven this road to 
and from work almost daily during this time. I have lived in Fall Creek and driven this road for 15 years. We will also 
soon have young drivers that will be driving it. I can't begin to impress how badly guardrails are needed along this stretch
to protect us and everyone driving this stretch along the river.   

   

In all of the time we have been driving this road, it has never been so dangerous, now that that treat and brush have been 
cleared. It has also never been so occupied. There is nothing left to protect a driver from the cliff fall and landing in the 
river. This road is curvy and frequently icy. There is also often deer and other wildlife surprising you when you drive it. 
It has become a commonly used road for more and more people.  

   

 Please add us to the list of concerned citizens from the Lowell/Fall Creek area that believe this is a necessary 
improvement that needs to be made for Jasper Lowell road to be a safe road.  

   

Tracey Jearls  

Harlan Jearls  

Attachment 2
Written Comments
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: wrweathers@att.net

Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2009 4:46 PM

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi

Cc: GALVIN Michael (SMTP)

Subject: RAC testimony

03/06/2009

Roads Advisory Committee: 
  
The portion of Jasper-Lowell Road between Jasper Mtn Center and the confluence of the Middle Fork 
and Fall Creek has a narrow shoulder and no guard rail.  We have lost quite a few people who slipped 
off the shoulder there, and into the river and drowned.  We urge you to install a guard rail at this 
location. 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
Warren Weathers, Mayor 
City of Lowell 
P.O.Box 490 
Lowell, OR  97452 

Attachment 2
Written Comments
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: PINE John N [John.N.Pine@state.or.us]

Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2009 9:13 AM

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi

Subject: Install guardrail along Jasper-Lowell Road

02/24/2009

Commissioners of Lane County, 
I am writing in support of the proposal to install a guardrail along the most dangerous section of the Jasper-Lowell 
Road.  The section between mile posts 2 and 3 seem to be the most dangerous.   
  
I live in Lowell and travel on this stretch of road often.  I occasionally drive on this road for work as well.  I have 
responded to incidents on the roadway as a volunteer EMT.  Related to that, I have the effects of vehicles colliding with 
guardrails versus being airborne or going over an embankment.  I must tell you that the greater damage to life and limb 
comes from not having a barrier such as a guardrail that can at the very least slow down a vehicle.   
  
My greatest concern is that my family uses this road all times of the year.  I have a wife and two young children.  We 
take the Jasper-Lowell Road to get to Springfield for food, medical care, and other daily living needs.  Although we 
drive defensively and cautiously, periods of ice and snow, heavy rain or fog all have the potential to allow a vehicle to go 
off road without warning.  Putting up guardrails would allow for safer driving during these periods because there would 
be a physical presence to gauge distance and speed.  Without that barrier it can be difficult to see the road side and get 
dangerously close to the outside shoulder. 
  
I understand the budget is in critical condition.  I just ask that you consider this important project if and when funds do 
become available. 
  
Thank you for your time and attention, 
  
Respectfully 
  
John Pine 
Lowell, OR 
541-937-4328 

Attachment 2
Written Comments
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: Colette & Tim Ullrich [colettetim.ullrich@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2009 8:48 PM

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi

Subject: guardrail along Jasper Lowell Rd

02/25/2009

Hello Ms. Bajracharya, 
  
I will not be able to attend the public forum for the issue concerning a new guardrail along Jasper Lowell Road that is 
being heard on Wednesday evening. My family has lived in the Fall Creek area for the last 10 years. My husband drives 
this road every day to and from work and we will soon have young drivers along this stretch of road too. I can't impress 
upon you how important it is to have a guardrail to help protect all of us from the dangers of this stretch along the river. 
If you've ever driven this part of Jasper Lowell, it would be easy for you to see just how dangerous it is, especially now 
that EPUD has cleared the dead trees, brush and grass away. There is absolutely nothing to keep a driver from 
inadvertently going off the road due to icy conditions, deer or other mishaps. Please add me to the list of concerned 
citizens from the Lowell/Fall Creek area that would love to see an improvement to Jasper Lowell road that can help to 
save lives. 
  
Colette and Tim Ullrich 
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BAJRACHARYA Shashi 

From: Julie [jewlz25@yahoo.com]

Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2009 11:46 AM

To: BAJRACHARYA Shashi

Subject: Jasper Lowell Road

03/05/2009

 

Hello, 
  
As a long time resident of Lowell, and as a prior resident of Oakridge, I would implore you 
to consider the possibility of a guard rail along some of the more treacherous areas of 
Jasper-Lowell Road.  In recent years there have been a small number of lives lost due 
to vehicles becoming submersed in the river along this route.  There are many times 
during night, or adverse weather conditions that I have chosen to travel Hwy 58 to the 
Pleasant Hill cut off, rather than travel on the "back road" from Lowell to Jasper. 
  
As a mother whose oldest child will begin driving this year, this issue is of great concern to 
me.  I know an accident can happen anywhere at anytime, however, I believe that one 
accidental vehicle submersion avoided is a life worth saving. 
  
Thank you for your time, 
  

Julie Valencia  

81732 Minnow Creek Rd. 

Lowell, OR 97452 

541-913-0996 cell 

541-937-2471 home 
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Maureen Weathers 

29 S. Alder Street 

P. O. Box 302 

Lowell, OR  97452 

 

 

March 5, 2009 

 

To the Road Advisory Committee: 

 

 

I support Apryl Smith’s efforts to have guardrails installed at critical points along Jasper-

Lowell Road.  It would seem that the reality of two fatalities in five years along this 

stretch would be reason enough to move this project to a priority high enough for funding 

as soon as possible.   

 

I frequently drive this route into Springfield, as do many residents of the Lowell-Fall 

Creek area.  We count on our children, spouses and friends to be able to make it home 

safely.  However, the presence of an unguarded, narrow shoulder next to a fast moving 

river on one side of the road coupled with a narrow shoulder at the bottom of a steep, 

wooded hillside on the other side makes traveling this road very dangerous.  While we 

appreciate the work the County has done on this road, a deer jumping out into the traffic 

lanes from the hillside or a patch of ice under the shade of the hillside or a roadside tree 

can be fatal.  Guardrails on this stretch of road would at least give drivers the ability to 

stay on the roadbed and avoid crashing into the river.   

 

We all realize how tight budgets are these days but given the safety record on this stretch 

of road and the potential for additional tragedies involving school children, commercial 

service providers, out-of-town visitors and residents of the area, installing guardrails 

would be an investment in safety that would merit moving this project above other lower 

priority projects for funding as soon as possible.   

 

Thank you for your consideration or this project.   

 

 

 

Maureen Weathers 
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