Lane County Animal Services Advisory
Minutes

February 9, 2015

Members Present: Ann Jensen, David Calderwood, Tamara Banavige, Dale Hyland, Scott Bartlett
Members Absent: Dr. Bill Young, Dr. DuWayne Penfold

Guests Present: None

Staff Present: Mike Russell, Lane County

Public Present (signed in): Janetta Overholser

Chair Jensen called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

Public Comment
None.

Adoption of Minutes
Mr. Calderwood moved to adopt the minutes as presented. Mr. Hyland seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Changes to the Agenda
None.

1% Avenue Shelter’s Activities
Greenbhill staff was not present, so no report was given.

Mr. Bartlett asked who brought the question up about the public information law discussed at the last meeting. Chair
Jensen explained she asked for the discussion to clarify for the committee if Greenhill was subject to the law and what
constituted “public records”. Mr. Bartlett stated that he feels if there is less transparency and accountability to the
public in regards to the disposition of animals in the 1% Avenue shelter, then it is the committee’s responsibility to
communicate with the Board that this is unacceptable. Mr. Calderwood said that he has talked to Greenbhill about these
concerns and is satisfied that they are carrying on as LCAS did and there is no issues.

The group discussed the fact that there is no public Euthanasia Review Committee and Greenhill has indicated it is not
interested in adding members to their internal process.

Ms. Banavige summarized the discussion last month by saying that Greenhill is not subject to the public records law
because it is a private entity, as is 1°* Avenue Shelter, and that the County does not have to provide records it does not
possess. She said one way to address this is for the committee to request records of Greenhill and then once they are in
the possession of the committee, they are considered public and can be provided. Mr. Calderwood stated that the
premise of some of the requests is that is abuse occurring and, when Greenhill provides a response that abuse is not
occurring, it is not to the satisfaction of those asking and they continue to pursue it.

The group continued to discuss the differences between how euthanasia review was handled under LCAS versus how it
is handled now as a contracted service.
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Mr. Bartlett moved that Mr. Russell request, in good faith, for Greenhill to add an ex-officio member/participant of
Greenhill’s internal euthanasia review process from LCASAC (ideally a veterinarian). The motion was seconded by Mr.
Calderwood. The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Russell reviewed the shelter report submitted by Greenhill prior to the meeting.

Co-Chair Selection

The committee discussed the need to elect a chair in the absence of Chair Jensen. Mr. Russell explained that the by-
laws of the committee stipulate that the chairmanship of this committee is actually a co-chairmanship that requires two
chairs be elected. The committee decided to postpone nominations until the next meeting, but Ms. Banavige would
chair the next meeting.

Lane County Activities
Mr. Russell introduced the memo in response to the 22 questions submitted to the committee by Tamara Barnes in
November 2014. Mr. Russell reviewed each of the responses with the committee (memo attached).

Specific conversation was had related to question #7 and the inability for Greenhill to meet some guidelines for
standards for care because of the structure and design of the current 1 Avenue Shelter building. Reference was made
to the discussion Mr. Lieberman had with the committee at their December 2014 meeting about specific limitations of
the current facility and a desire to construct a new one.

Specific conversation was had related to question #8 regarding the treatment of pyometra and differing treatments and
what best practices are or are not. Mr. Calderwood said that one option for treatment is to do nothing and that is
apparently what the veterinarian decided was the best course of action. Mr. Bartlett said that even though the person
asking the questions may rub people the wrong way does not mean the question is not valid. He said each case should
be evaluated on its facts.

Specific conversation was had on question #14 regarding what the implication behind the question might be. The
committee discussed Greenbhill being more careful than perhaps LCAS was about transferring animals to rescues without
knowing more about the expertise and capabilities of rescues that receive shelter animals. Mr. Bartlett asked if
Greenbhill has ever refused to transfer a dog, which was not deemed violent, to a willing rescue and then subsequently
euthanized the animal. Mr. Russell said he did not know. Mr. Calderwood related the story of Jaylo, a dog that, years
ago, was transferred from the LCARA shelter to Greenhill for medical treatment, was determined to be child-aggressive
and unadoptable, and euthanized. This resulted in vigils being held and statements made that the dog was adoptable.
He said this is an example of what we are getting from this group. He said that when Greenbhill determines an animal is
dangerous, this group does not believe it.

Mr. Russell reviewed the Officer Activities Report for January 2015. He said that Officer Perkins is back on full duty after
being on medical leave for three months and that is reflected by the high number of activities for January as he catches
up. Mr. Russell said he learned that backup for the officer position is needed and he is proposing a half-time officer
position in the FY 15-16 budget.

The committee discussed licensing efforts in general, compliance rate (around 34%), number of active licenses (approx.
6,500), and enforcement efforts.

Mr. Bartlett discussed with Mr. Russell about the City of Eugene’s use of PetData for licensing.

Mr. Russell passed out information regarding Lane County Animal Services Annual Comparison of several items such as
licenses sold, lecense revenue, impounds, adoptions, transfers, euthanasias, etc. going back to 2004.

The committee discussed centralized licensing and strategies for increasing licensing.

Recognition of Chair
Mr. Russell presented Chair Jensen with a certificate of appreciation for her service on the committee.
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Discussion of Future of the Committee

Chair Jensen stated it is her feeling that the committee has been doing some fact-finding, but has been doing very little
if any influence on the direction of animal services. Mr. Russell said he would be willing to take any recommendation of
the committee to the Board of Commissioners.

Mr. Calderwood agreed that the committee is less effective, but he feels the committee still has an effect and serves an
important purpose and should continue. He said he thinks it is important for transparency that the committee
continues.

Mr. Bartlett said he thinks it is extremely important to maintain the committee because the City of Eugene does not
have a committee and does not want to. He said this is the only place for people to ask questions and get information
and then for the committee to bring issues to the attention of the Board of Commissioners.

Mr. Russell read the current published purpose of the committee as presented in the committee by-laws.

Mr. Hyland agreed that it is important for the committee to continue to provide transparency and a place for the public
to come and express concerns.

The committee went back to discussing a uniform licensing structure in Lane County and the potential benefits this
would have in facilitating return to owner for lost pets.

Mr. Russell announced that Jan Shelton submitted an application to the committee. Mr. Russell reviewed her
application with the members. Mr. Russell stated that he will forward her application to the Board with the
committee’s support. There was general agreement.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be March 9.

Adjournment

The meeting ended at 4:53 p.m.
Adopted 3/9/15

Minutes Recorder
Mike Russell, Parks Manager



