
Parks Advisory Committee Minutes 

September 10, 2012 

 

Members Present: Carl Stiefbold, Damien Gilbert, Cat Koehn, and Larry Dunlap 

Members Absent:  Pat Hoover, Carlos Alvarez 

Staff Present: Mike Russell, Fraser MacDonald, Todd Bowen 

Guests Present:   2 members of the public in attendance 

 

Carl Stiefbold, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order. 

 

I. Public Comment – Steve Abbott, 211 Chapman Dr., Eugene, OR. – Mr. Abbott reported a break-in at a 

residence in the Whitely Landing park neighborhood.  He also stated that he continues to see alcohol 

consumed at Whitely Landing although there are signs banning alcohol use in the park.   

 

Joan Abbott, 211 Chapman Dr., Eugene, OR. – Mrs. Abbott advised the committee that she and Mr. 

Abbott have continued to be pro-active in helping to keep Whitely Landing cleaned up by gathering and 

hauling away and recycle storm blow-down and other debris since the Parks and Vegetation 

departments have been unable to keep up.  Mrs. Abbott volunteered to be a host for a neighborhood 

gathering at this location during the summer but was disappointed when the Parks department could 

not accommodate her request for park clean-up prior to the event.  Mr. & Mrs. Abbott are still 

advocating for a complete closure of this park. 

 

II.  Approval of Minutes, Announcement/Agenda Modifications – The April & May 2012 minutes were 

reviewed.  A couple of errors were noted.  Vice Chair Stiefbold inquired if it is necessary for the minutes 

to be as lengthy and detailed as they’ve become in recent months, and if the minutes could be made 

available to the public prior to being approved by the committee.  Mr. Russell stated that he would like 

to continue the minutes as they have been and as the committee voted for earlier this year, and that it 

is the County standard to have all of the minutes reviewed and approved by the respective committee 

prior to being posted to the public in the event of an error or something being taken out of context.  

There was a motion to approve. 

 

Motion (Damien Gilbert): The PAC recommends approval of the April & May 2012 PAC meeting 

minutes. 

Second: Cat Koehn 

Motion passed 

 



III. Staff Reports: 

1)  i. Update on Whitely Landing Park – Ranger Todd Bowen took a moment to address Mr. & Mrs. 

Abbott’s remarks about the maintenance of Whitely Landing and acknowledged their request 

for additional clean-up prior to the biking event.  Bowen stated that there was a 2-person crew 

assigned for 3 hours the week prior to the event where they performed string trimming and 

litter pickup.  Bowen also reported that this park is on a twice per week maintenance schedule 

along with most other Lane County Parks.  The Abbott’s requested a more thorough cleaning 

routine with better monitoring, and again stated that they would prefer to see Whitely Landing 

closed to the public.  Mr. Russell will follow-up on the maintenance routine of this location.   

Mr. Russell reported that he has prepared the Board packet of whether or not to extend the 

alcohol ban at Whitely Landing and was waiting for the committee to approve the April & May 

meeting minutes at this meeting.  Mr. Russell intends to submit the packet to the Board of 

County Commissioners within the next month. 

ii. Introduction of New Parks Staff – Mr. Russell introduced Fraser MacDonald who started in 

early September as the Natural Areas Coordinator for the Parks department.  Mr. MacDonald 

previously worked for Lane Council of Governments in water Resource Management and 

Planning.  He is a graduate of the U of O and has a wide variety of experience in Oregon and 

other states.  He will begin teaching a class at LCC this fall on Regional Water Policy. 

 

iii. 2012 Seasonal Recreation Report – Mr. Russell recapped the 2012 parks season by reporting 

on various statistics which included the number of day use and annual parking passes that were 

sold, number of vehicles that visited the parks, quantities of firewood and ice that were 

purchased and the revenues generated from sales of those items.  He also discussed the success 

of some of the events held over the summer which included the Dirty Dash, a 4 mile mud run 

obstacle course, Faerieworlds, an event held each year at HBRA and featured Donovan as the 

musical guest, and the Eugene Triathlon which took place at Fern Ridge for the second 

consecutive year.  The Parks department also held its first annual Free Parks Day on Father’s 

Day, June 17th, which allowed free day use parking to all park visitors and special events 

featuring food and music at Orchard Point park, and a dog vaccination clinic at Armitage dog 

park.  Both events were well attended. 

 

iv. Committee Member Update – Mike Russell announced that Les Weinstein has resigned from 

the committee as Commissioner Bozievich’s appointee.  Committee members discussed their 

desire and made a motion to recommend support to fill the vacancy with previous applicant Bill 

Fisher.  Mr. Russell will contact Mr. Fisher to see if he is still interested in serving on the advisory 

committee and if he could attend the October meeting.  

 

Motion (Cat Koehn): To recommend support to fill the recent committee vacancy with Mr. Bill 

Fisher. 

Second: Damien Gilbert 



Motion passed unanimously 

 

2) Natural Areas Update – Meadowlark Oak Savannah Restoration Project – Fraser MacDonald 

reported that construction has begun with brush clearing and small tree removal for this project 

in the Howard Buford Recreation Area (HBRA).  Larger tree removal will begin soon with 

approximately 15% - 20% fewer large trees to be removed than previously planned.  Mr. 

MacDonald reports that there was an extra effort made to advise park users and neighbors of 

activities related to this project which he feels have contributed to the project running smooth 

and on time.  There is a planned eco burn scheduled for early October with the Friends of 

Buford Park and ODF to help avoid future fire danger and control regrowth.  The burn will also 

be used for wildfire crew training. 

 

IV. Good of the Order/Concerns of the Committee – Mike Russell invited members to attend the 

annual Friends of HBRA & Mt. Pisgah Fall Celebration. 

Larry Dunlap asked for an update on the Archie Knowles campground location.  Mr. Russell 

reported that although Lane County Parks was interested in taking over the campground, the 

Forest Service was already in the process of decommissioning that location as a campground 

and turning the area into a natural resource area. 

Cat Koehn asked about the progress of the Parks Master Plan and Mr. Russell advised that some 

of the initial paperwork had begun but the County no longer has staff available to be assigned to 

work on the project.  Mr. Russell has requested use of system development funds to hire a 

company to complete the plan.  An RFP would be necessary to select the company. 

Ms. Koehn also asked for an update on the intention to work with St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) to 

place persons in their program as parks caretakers.  Mr. Russell said Dave Stockdale has been 

working with SVDP and that staff has identified at least one potential park location for this 

project. 

V. Adjournment – Meeting adjourned.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 8, 2012 at 6:00 

p.m. 


