
Parks Advisory Committee Minutes 

October 8, 2012 

 

Members Present: Pat Hoover, Carl Stiefbold, Cat Koehn, and Carlos Alvarez 

Members Absent:  Damien Gilbert, Larry Dunlap 

Staff Present: Mike Russell, Howard Schussler, Fraser MacDonald, Todd Bowen, Dave 

Stockdale and Sam Fox 

Guests Present:   None 

 

Committee Chair Pat Hoover called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 

I. Public Comment – There was no public comment. 
 

II.  Approval of Minutes, Announcement/Agenda Modifications – There was a motion to approve the 

September 2012 minutes.  All present voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Motion (Cat Koehn): The PAC recommends approval of the September 2012 PAC meeting minutes. 

Second: Carl Stiefbold 

Motion passed 
 

Ms. Koehn asked for acknowledgement of her request from the last meeting to incorporate signage at 

Mt. Pisgah (HBRA) to include warnings or advisory notices educating the public to the dangers of high 

mercury levels in the coast fork of the Willamette river which runs adjacent to the park. 
 

III. Staff Reports: 

1)  i. Committee Member Update – Mike Russell reported that he has not contacted committee 

applicant Bill Fisher about the current vacancy on the Parks Advisory Committee, nor has he had 

an opportunity to address the desire to fill the vacancy to Commissioner Bozievich.  Mr. Russell 

will continue to pursue both parties in order to fill this vacancy as soon as possible. 

Ms. Hoover also suggested creating a welcome packet for new committee members to help 

them understand more about Lane County Parks and what the goals are of being a community 

representative for the Parks Advisory Committee. 

ii. Update on Whitely Landing – Mr. Russell stated that he has submitted the board packet to the 

County Commissioners in the matter of prohibiting alcohol consumption at Whitely Landing.  

The packet outlines the history and actions over the past two years beginning February 2011 

when neighbors to Whitely park brought their concerns and complaints to the committee asking 

for an alcohol ban at this location.  Shortly thereafter there was a transition in management and 

staff in the Parks department lasting several months and the issue was dropped due to lack of 



PAC meetings.  In February 2012 the neighbors returned to the PAC to again discuss their 

concerns.  The committee agreed to add the item to the following months’ agenda for further 

discussion but there ended up not being a quorum for the March 2012 meeting so the item was 

moved to the following months’ agenda.  In April 2012, after further testimony from the 

neighbors, the PAC voted again with a split vote to uphold the original recommendation to ban 

alcohol use at Whitely Landing.  At the May 2012 meeting the neighbors returned for more 

testimony and the committee elected again to discuss the issue and take another vote of 

whether or not to support a full alcohol ban.  The vote resulted in a motion not to support a 

permanent ban, but to support a temporary alcohol ban which was to be implemented 

immediately by the Parks manager for a 30-day period and to work with the neighbors, park 

users, the Sheriff’s office and Parks staff on enforcement of the ban, and to consider adding a 

park host to this location.  At this time, Mr. Russell indicated that his staff recommended 

permanently extend the ban and make Whitely Landing an alcohol-free park. 

Mr. Russell invited the PAC members to the Board of County Commissioner’s meeting at 9:00 

a.m. on October 24th to give testimony on this topic.  Chair Hoover also encouraged PAC 

members to attend and to give public comment. 

iii. Update on St. Vincent de Paul Program (SVDP) – Dave Stockdale reported that Lane County 

Parks is on track with SVDP for a pilot program to place homeless people within their program as 

caretakers in some of the more rural Lane County Parks where a security presence is needed.  

Mr. Stockdale has an appointment in the near future to meet with Mr. Keith Heath of SVDP to 

further define the goal of the Parks department and to see how the SVDP program can comply.  

Mr. Stockdale was contacted by local media and conducted several televised interviews about 

this pilot program.  Lane County Parks’ goal would be to have SVDP screen potential applicants 

for the type of RV that would be used at the designated site as well as a background check and 

other possible criteria, and placement of at least one approved applicant before the end of this 

year.  Members of the PAC committee have shown strong support of this action for more than a 

year and have advocated for LC Parks to implement this program with SVDP as soon as can be 

coordinated. 

 

iv. Parks Revenue Report – Dave Stockdale presented the first quarter revenue report based on 

marketing and advertising and other items that help promote Lane County Parks.  Mr. 

Stockdale’s report indicates that the 2011/12 year was the best ever in Parks’ history and that 

2012/13 is looking very good and appears to be on track to being competitive with 2011/12 due 

to changes in contract management and newly implemented financial controls.  Mr. Stockdale 

added that several other changes such as slight fee increases to day use at Mt. Pisgah and 

camping sites at the four LCP campgrounds have also helped increase revenue since 2010.  Mr. 

Stockdale believes that general appearance at all of the Lane County Parks has increased and 

due to that attention to detail encourages more users to frequent the parks.  The rise in park 

users has also resulted in an increase in parking revenues and compliance fees.  Previously, 

users were ticketed for not paying the required parking fees which resulted in a large 



percentage of the fine going to the courts.  Since 2010, Lane County Parks implemented a 

Restitution program where the ticketed person can opt to pay a reduced fine within a 

designated timeframe and receive a parking pass valid for one year.  Restitution fees stay within 

LCP and help pay for compliance officers and program staff with a small amount of generated 

revenue.  Temporary moorage has also shown an increase which Mr. Stockdale also believes is 

due to better contract management and reporting procedures put in place since 2010.  Ms. 

Koehn inquired whether parking compliance is a seasonal activity at Mt. Pisgah, and Ms. Hoover 

asked about increased signage for parking enforcement also at Mt. Pisgah.  Mr. Russell 

responded that although compliance officers are hired seasonally, year-round Rangers patrol 

the area, and that additional signage has been installed around the Mt. Pisgah roadways leading 

into the park as well as the parking lot which indicate a fee is required to use the park and to 

help direct park users to the pay station. 
 

2) Natural Areas Update – Meadowlark Oak Savannah Restoration Project – Fraser MacDonald 

reported that the project is progressing well with the cutting of large trees over the past couple 

of weeks done early in the day due to fire watch.  He reported that the public information 

efforts were well received by neighbors with minimal complaint contacts as a result.  There will 

be a post-project tour on October 25th from 4:30-6:30 p.m. and Mr. MacDonald encouraged PAC 

members to attend.  Mr. MacDonald reported that the project generated $50-$60,000 in 

revenue which will help to offset the project costs.  Three loads of hog fuel and chips were non-

millable and were retained for use on projects in the south meadow.  Fifty-four cedar logs are 

being kept for partnering with The Friends of Buford Park and will be milled and used for the 

construction of a wildlife blind at the south meadow interpretive site.  Brush treatments will 

follow over the next several months and an eco burn is planned in coordination with ODF for the 

south meadow as resources and weather permit.  Ms. Hoover asked if there will be herbicide 

notification when sprays are used and Mr. MacDonald indicated that tinted chemicals are used 

and signs will be placed along the trails.  Reseeding will take place after the planned burn. 

Vickery Park - Mr. MacDonald recently met with the project contractor who advised that there 

are currently five large piles of blackberries and scotch broom that are tarped and ready to burn.  

Neighboring Berggren farm property plans to have 3 separate school groups visit the property 

and plan to give at least one day per group towards work at Vickery park.  Mr. MacDonald also 

wants to coordinate with EWEB to formulate a work plan for each of the groups to create an 

educational opportunity as well as a work productivity opportunity.  Ms. Koehn suggested 

partnering with EWEB and the McKenzie River Trust to film the work parties for educational and 

promotional use on the Parks web site and for possible tourism purposes.   

IV. Good of the Order/Concerns of the Committee – Mr. Russell announced the end of the season 

moorage holder meetings scheduled for October 23, 24, 25 and encouraged all PAC members to 

attend if interested. 
 

V. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 p.m.  


