
Parks Advisory Committee Minutes 

September 9, 2013 

 

Members Present: Pat Hoover, Larry Dunlap, Damien Gilbert, Wayne Lemler 

Members Absent:  Carlos Alvarez, Dale Stoneburg 

Staff Present: Mike Russell 

Guests Present: Marsha Miller, Jay Bozievich 

Committee Chair Pat Hoover called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. and requested discussion 

regarding the meeting agenda format.  Ms. Hoover stated that member feedback indicated they would 

prefer an opportunity early in these meetings to add items for discussion.  Ms. Hoover’s suggestion was 

to re-introduce a section for Announcements/Agenda Modifications prior to moving onto public 

comment and committee business.  Parks Manager, Mike Russell, will modify future agendas to reflect 

this change. 

Chair Hoover requested an update on events at Emerald Meadows which Mr. Russell indicated will be 

added to the agenda for later in this meeting, and she also asked Commissioner Jay Bozievich, who was 

in attendance, if he will be the BCC liaison for Parks. Commissioner Bozievich confirmed that liaisons are 

appointed in January each year however he is certain that he will continue with this appointment as 

Parks liaison through 2014.   

Ms. Hoover inquired on the status of providing information such as by-laws to committee members.  

According to Mr. Russell this information is in the process of being compiled, and now that all but one of 

the vacant member spaces on the advisory committee has been filled, handbooks should be completed 

in the coming weeks with the intention of providing them to the committee at the October meeting.   

Ms. Hoover also asked that time be allowed in tonight’s meeting to appoint a vice chair for the 

committee.  She also requested an update on the St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) volunteer host project.  

There was a brief discussion about the host program which resulted in postponing further discussion 

until Dave Stockdale could attend a future meeting and provide an update on this program since he has 

been the primary speaker to this committee regarding this project.  Mr. Stockdale is expected to attend 

the October meeting and an update will be provided at that time. The appointment of a committee vice 

chair will take place later in this meeting after approval of the June minutes and other previous business 

matters have been completed. 

Committee member Damien Gilbert mentioned an email he received on behalf of the committee and 

requested time on tonight’s agenda to discuss the letter.  Time will be allowed after approval of the June 

minutes and other previous business matters have been completed. 



Mr. Russell took this opportunity to inform members that a reminder notice is sent to all committee 

members, including a copy of the upcoming agenda, the week prior to each meeting.  He encouraged 

members to contact the committee chair any time there is business they would like added to the 

agenda, and then advised the chairperson to contact parks staff to ensure items are added to the 

agenda and time is allowed to address all items and concerns. 

I. Approval of Minutes –  

Motion: Larry Dunlap moved to approve the April 2013 minutes as written.  Damien Gilbert seconded.  

All present voted in favor, motion carried.   

Motion: Mr. Dunlap moved to approve the June 2013 minutes as written.  Mr. Gilbert seconded.  All 

present voted in favor, motion carried.   

Note: There are no May 2013 minutes due to cancellation of the May Parks Advisory committee 

meeting. 

 

II. Public Comment – Mr. Mike Randles expressed his appreciation for having what he calls a ‘gag order’ 

removed by Mr. Russell that was put in place upon him by the former Lane County Administrator Liane 

Richardson.  Mr. Randles stated that he would like to send comments to the Parks Advisory Committee 

via email to be discussed at a future advisory meeting.  Mr. Russell advised Mr. Randles to send his 

comments to him and he would see that they were brought before the committee.  There was one other 

guest in attendance who declined to speak. 

 

III. Discussion Item: Sheriff’s Posse Challenge Course Proposal – Alan Murphy of the Lane County Sheriff’s 

Mounted Posse had previously submitted the posse’s plans to request development of an equestrian 

challenge course to an area in Mt. Pisgah’s Emerald Meadows and more specifically adjacent to the 

posse’s designated horse arena.  Mr. Russell has suggested that a public hearing be scheduled at the 

October PAC meeting.  Discussion ensued as to how a public meeting would unfold and a decision was 

made to proceed with a public hearing during the October 14th Parks Advisory Committee meeting. 

Discussion Item: Correspondence received by PAC member addressed to the committee – Damien 

Gilbert distributed a copy of an email he received from Mike Randles.  Mr. Randles stated earlier in 

tonight’s meeting that he intends to send more email communication to the committee.  The committee 

will review Mr. Randles’ submissions and discuss them at a future meeting. 

Discussion Item: Emerald Meadows Update – 2013 brought four major events to the Emerald Meadows 

(EM) area of Mt. Pisgah located within the Howard Buford Recreation Area (HBRA).  In mid-summer, the 

mud-run known as The Dirty Dash brought more than 10,000 visitors to the park and generated $17,000 

for Lane County Parks (LCP).  Fairieworlds held their 5th event in six years at EM bringing more than 

7,000 people to the park with overnight camping, music, craft vendors and food booths. This event has 

been very successful over the years and generated more than $28,000 for Parks.  Cascadia Music 

Festival held its first event at EM, although this production has been active for 20 years in Colorado. This 

year’s event showcased headliner entertainment Bruce Hornsby, and Railroad Earth along with other 

musicians, and a variety of food vendors.  Although this event was not as well attended as hoped, it did 

bring more than 1,600 people to the park to enjoy traditional bluegrass, folk, Celtic, jazz, and rock music. 

The festival production experience by the contractors of this event was well displayed and the event 



went off without a hitch.  Kaleidoscope Music Festival (KMF) was the last major event of the 2013 

season with six stages featuring more than 85 performers of mostly electronic dance music, reggae, hip 

hop, and rap.  This event brought an average of 8,000 visitors per day, with over 20,000 unique visitors 

during the 3-day festival for music, food and overnight camping, and earning a projected $40,000 in 

revenue.  This event was not without some issues though, and generated many complaints from 

neighbors and the community at-large primarily over noise levels but also regarding traffic and concerns 

of environmental damage to EM and the HBRA areas.  Parks Manager, Mike Russell, informed the 

advisory committee that new measures are being considered to limit noise levels for these types of 

events in the future and that the Board of County Commissioners has directed staff to form a task force 

on all future entertainment events.  Chair Hoover requested that the Parks Advisory Committee also be 

included in the review process.   
 

IV. PAC Tour – A tour of coastal park locations had originally been scheduled for Saturday, September 14th 

but will be rescheduled to a later date. 
 

Election of Vice-Chair –  

Motion: Larry Dunlap moved to appoint Damien Gilbert as Vice-Chair to the Lane County Parks Advisory 

Committee.  Wayne Lemler seconded.  All present voted in favor, motion carried.   
 

V. Staff Reports –  

a) PAC Vacancy – Commissioner Stewart has been unable to appoint anyone to the vacancy within 

his district and asked Parks staff to advertise the opening.  Applications have been forwarded to 

Commissioner Stewart for review.  LCP is waiting to hear from Commissioner Stewart and hopes 

to have the vacancy filled by next month. 

b) CAMAVA Demonstration – Mike Russell provided a demonstration of the new CAMAVA parks 

reservations system that went on-line June 18, 2013.  The new system has been well received 

and shows great promise for future phases to be added which will allow the public more 

accessibility to reserve not only campground sites and day use picnic shelters, but to also secure 

boat moorage slips and purchase parking passes and event tickets.  
 

VI. Good of the Order – None offered. 

VII. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m. The next meeting will be October 14th. 


