BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LANE COUNTY, OREGON

ORDER AND RESOLUTION IN THE MATTER OF ESTABLISHING A
NO: 20-02-04-04 CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY FOR LANE
COUNTY

WHEREAS, Lane County recognizes that climate change presents risks and exposes
vulnerabilities that threaten long-term human and environmental health, social well-being, and
economic vitality of the community; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Global Change Research Program, representing 13 federal
agencies and more than 300 federal and non-federal experts, has concluded that the earth is
experiencing the “warmest period in the history of modern civilization” and “based on extensive
evidence, that it is extremely likely that human activities, especially emissions of greenhouse
gases, are the dominant cause of the observed warming” and that without major reductions in
emissions, the increase in annual average global temperature relative to preindustrial times
could reach 9°F or more by the end of this century (Fourth National Climate Assessment,
Volume 1 (2017); and

WHEREAS, the physical consequences of climate change are already evident, including
rising sea levels; increased hurricane intensity; changes in surface, atmospheric, and oceanic
temperatures; melting glaciers; diminishing snow cover; shrinking sea ice; ocean acidification;
increasing atmospheric water vapor; increasing heatwave frequency; increasing heavy rainfall
intensity and frequency, and increasing tidal flooding; and

WHEREAS, rural and marginalized populations in Lane Country and worldwide, are
disproportionately affected by the effects of climate change, and that these populations along
with young people and future generations will bear the greatest burden of climate change over
time without immediate action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and

WHEREAS, Lane County has been committed to environmental stewardship by
employing best practices in providing government services and acknowledges that the
magnitude of the challenges posed by global climate change requires new strategies and
leadership by government at all levels to take concrete actions;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of Lane County ORDERS
and RESOLVES that Lane County will take action to:

1. Conduct a greenhouse gas emissions inventory and develop an internal plan
(Climate Action Plan — Phase 1) for County operations to establish greenhouse
gas reduction targets and implementation plans to meet County targets; and

2. Develop a comprehensive countywide plan (Climate Action Plan - Phase 2) with
community engagement to outline aggressive goals and strategies, aligned in
partnership with city climate actions, to establish countywide community targets
and high priority areas of action; and

3. Develop a resiliency plan (Climate Action Plan — Phase 3) to identify adaptation
strategies to mitigate the risks and impacts of climate change anticipated for
Lane County; and



4. Develop Action Initiatives supporting green jobs, clean energy projects, and
climate-friendly industries in Lane County; and

5. Provide open and transparent public communications to monitor and evaluate
progress toward climate action goals; and

6. Establish a Climate Advisory Committee to provide recommendations and advise
the Board of Commissioners on the County’s ongoing climate action work.

Further RESOLVED, the Board of County Commissioners acknowledges the attached
Declaration on Human Rights and Climate Change and endorses the principles contained
therein as developed by the Global Network for the Study of Human Rights and the
Environment.

ADOPTED this 4th day of__February , 2020
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Heather Buch, Chair
Lane County Board of Commissioners
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PREAMBLE:

Guinep By the United Nations Charter; The Universal Declaration of Human Rights; The
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; The International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights; The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; The
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; The Vienna
Declaration and Program of Action of the World Conference of Human Rights; The Universal
Declaration on Rights of Children; The Draft United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants;
The International Labour Organization Convention No. 169; The 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals; The Universal Declaration of the Rights of Mother Earth; The Earth Charter; The Nagoya
Protocol; Title 11 of the 2008 Constitution of Ecuador, and other relevant international rights
instruments,

Guipen By The Stockholm Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment; The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, its Kyoto Protocol
and the Paris Agreement; The World Charter for Nature; The United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sca; The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, and other relevant
instruments of international environmental law,

RearrinannG the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interr ality of all human
rights, the interrelationality of all life on Earth and the dependency of all life on Earth on a healthy
biosphere and Earth system integrity,

Recoexizing that climate change, caused by the human industrial and consumer activities,
disproportionally affects indigenous peoples, the poor, women and children, the vulnerable, small
island and low elevation coastal communities, developing countries, least developed countries,
future generations and innumerable living beings and systems,

Recocx1zi5G that the ultimate realization of human rights in the age of climate crisis requires the
full legal protection of the living beings and systems upon which human life depends,
RecocNizine that human beings are part of the living Earth system,

Yot

THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES ARE DECLARED:

RecosNiZinG the climate destructive and ecocidal results of assuming human separation from
nature,

RecoeNiziNG the need for all cultures, faiths and traditions to play a role in the fullest development
of climate and environmental stewardship, the teaching of respect for all living beings and systems
and the development of climate resilient communities,

RecoaNizin that science confirms the threats of climate change to the Earth’s systems and its
multiple life forms,

Recocxizine that sdience confirms the threat of climate change to the livelihoods and well-being of
present and future generations,

Recoayizine that climate impacts disproportionally affect innumerable living beings and systems
that are intrinsically valuable in their own right and unable to defend themselves,

REcoeN12iNG that climate change displaces populations and that international, cross-border and
internal migration has increased due to climate change and is likely to continue to do so,
RecosxzinNG that courts and jurists of international standing link the fulfillment of human rights to
asecure, healthy and ecologically viable environment, and consequently recognize that harming the
environment undermines human rights,

Recocxizing that it is the stewardship responsibility of human beings to respond to the climate
harms and damage caused by human activitics,

DEEPLY CONCERNED by the severe human rights conscquences of the continuing political failure to
reach adequate commitments on climate mitigation and adaptation; by the dominance of the market
as the primary value coordinating international responses to the climate crisis; and by the ongoing
lack of accountability for corporate actors that violate human, environmental and climate rights,
CoxviNeen that the potential irreversibility of climate change effects gives rise to an urgent need for
new forms of state and non-state responsibility, accountability and liability.

2. All human beings, animals and living systems have the right to a secure, healthy and ecologically sound Earth system,

n 1. Human rights and a profound commitment to climate justice are interdependent and indivisible.

3. All human beings have the right to faimess, equity and justice in all climate resilience, adaptation and mitigation measures and efforts.
4. All human beings have the right to a planetary climate suitable to meet equitably the ecologically responsible needs of present generations without impairing the rights of future generations to

meet equitably their ecologically responsible needs.

5. All human beings, animals and living systems have the right to the highest attainable standard of health, free from environmental pollution, degradation and harmful emissions and to be free
from dangerous anthropogenic interference with the elimate system such that rising global temperatures are kept well below 2 degrees centigrade above preindustrial levels,

6. All human beings have the right to investments in adaptation and mitigation to prevent the deleterious consequences of anthropogenic climate change, and to international solidarity and timely

assistance in the event of elimate change driven catastrophes,

7.All human beings, animals and living systenis have the right to fairness, equity and justice in respect of responses to the threat of climate change. This includes protection from deleterious impacts
caused by adaptation and mitigation efforts to develop climate resilience, and by the potential deployment of climate geoengineering technologics.

8. All human beings have the right to a just transition towards a sustainable society characterized by meaningful inclusion and distributive justice.
9, All human beings have the right to information about, and to participation in, decision-making processes related to alterations made to the physical environments they rely upon

1I. for their health and survival.

10. All human beings have the right to information conceming the climate. The information shall be timely, clear, understandable and available without undue financial burden to

the applicant.

11 All human beings have the right to hold and express opinions and to disseminate ideas and information regarding the climate.
12, All human beings have the right to climate and human rights education. This education includes the right to learn from multiple perspectives and to understand non-human

natural modes of behavior and the requirements of flourishing planetary ecosystems.

13. All human beings have the right to active, free, and meaningful participation in planning and decision-making activities and processes that may have an impact on the climate.
This particularly includes the rights of indigenous peoples, women and other under-represented groups to equality of meaningful participation. This includes the right to a prior
assessment of the climate and human rights consequences of proposed actions. This includes the right to equality of hearing and the right for processes 1o be free of domination by
powerful economic actors. This includes the rights of indigenous peoples to participate in the protection of their rights to their lands, territories, natural resources, tenure rights and

cultural heritage.

14. All human beings have the right to associate freely and peacefully with others, and to gather peacefully in public spaces, for purposes of protecting the climate or the rights of

those affected by climate harm.

16. All persons, individually and in association with ethers, have a moral responsibility to avoid and/or to minimize practices known to contribute to climate damage.
HL 17, All States and business enterprises have a duty to protect the climate and to respect the rights set out in this Declaration.

18. All Parties shall, in all climate change related actions, respect, protect, promote, and fulfil the rights of indigenous peoples. Such rights include support to facilitate mitigation measures; rights to
collective self-determination and to free, prior and informed consent; to full and equal participation in environmental and political processes; and to respect and protection for indigenous
traditional knowledge. This shall include respect and protection for indigenous customary laws, and proper recognition of the role of indigenous peoples in ensuring the integrity and resilience of

natural ecosystems.

19. All Parties shall, in all climate change related actions, ensure gender equality and the full and equal participation of women:; intergenerational equity; a just transition of the workforce that creates

decent work; food sovereignty; and the integrity and resilience of natural ecosystems.

20, All States have a duty to provide assistance and solidarity to climate refugees. States shall respect the rights to assistance and solidarity and create the necessary legal frameworks to assistand

support climate refugees in order to ensure their life and dignity.

21, All States shall respect and ensure the right to a secure, healthy and ecologically sound environment and to a stable climate, and ensure the rights outlined in Parts I-111 of this Declaration.
Accordingly, they shall adopt the administrative, legislative and other measures necessary to effectively implement the rights in this Declaration.

22. All States shall ensure international cooperation with other States and international organizations and agencies for the purpose of respecting the rights outlined in Parts I-111 of this Declaration.

All States shall observe the rights and duties in this Declaration, including extraterritorially.

23 Allinternational organizations and agencies shall observe the rights and duties in this Declaration, including the human and procedural rights of indigenous peoples, women and other

traditionally under-represented and marginalized groups and individuals.

24. All States, international organizations, business enterprises and individuals acting to reduce climate harms shall respect and recognize the rights of any affected human beings and other living

beings and systems to be free from climate change-related harm.

For more information and to endorse this Declaration please go to our website;

www.gnhre.org
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