
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, LANE COUNTY, OREGON 

ORDINANCE NO. 1 - 11 IN THE MATTER OF AMENDING CHAPTER 6 OF LANE CODE 
TO MODIFY AND ADD PROVISIONS OF THE SOCIAL HOST 
ORDINANCE. (LC 6.900) 

The Board of County Commissioners of Lane County ordains as follows 

Chapter 6 of Lane Code is hereby amended by removing, sub'stituting and adding new 
sections as follows: 

REMOVE THESE SECTIONS 

6.900 
located on pages 6·14 through 6·16 
(a total of 3 pages) 

INSERT THESE SECTIONS 

6.900 
located on pages 6-14 through 6·15 
(a total of 2 pages) 

Said sections are attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. The purpose of 
these sUbstitutions and additions is to modify and add provisions of the existing Social Host 
Ordinance (LC 6.900). 

u ~ I ENACTED this l :f -) day of ( -)"L [..-1 2011 

J 

~6~ 
Chair, La e County Board of Commissioners 

Recording Secretary for this MyetThg of the Board 
C.------' 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
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6.900 Lane Code 6.900 

SOCIAL HOST ORDINANCE 

6.900 Social Host Ordinance. 
(1) For purposes ofLC 6.900, the following words or terms have the following 

meanings: 
Ca) "Alcohol" means ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl, or spirits of 

wine, whiskey, rum, brandy, gin or any other distilled spirits including dilutions and 
mixtures thereof from whatever source or by whatever process produced. 

(b) "Alcoholic beverage" means alcohol,. spirits, liquor, wine, beer and 
every liquid or solid containing alcohol, spirits, wine or beer, and which is fit for 
beverage purposes either alone or when diluted, mixed or combined with other 
substances. 

C c) "Event or gathering" means any group of three or more persons who 
have assembled or gathered together for a social occasion or other activity. 

Cd) "Host" means to aid, conduct., allow, entertain, organize, supervise, 
control or permit a gathering or event. 

C e) "Parent" means any person having legal custody of a juvenile: 
(i) As a natural or adoptive parent or step-parent; 
Cii) As a legal guardian; er 
(iii) As a person to whom legal custody has been given by order of 

the court. 
(1) ''Person'' means any individual, partnership, co-partoership, 

corporation, or any association of one or more individuals. "Residence" or "premises" 
means any home, yard, fann, field, land, apartment., condominium, hotel or motel room, 
or other dwelling unit., or a hall or meeting room, park, or any other place of 
assembly, public or private, whether occupied as a dwelling or specifically for a party or 
other social function, and whether owned, leased, rented, or used with permission or 
compensation. 

(g) "Underage person" means any individual under twenty-one (21) 
years of age. 

(b) "Knowledge and consent" of a host is presumed if the owner(s) 
and/or occupant(s) of the residence or premises has been informed that an underage party 
was held at their residence or premises within the past three years. 

Ci) "Response" includes, but is neit limited to: the time spent on the call 
by responding deputy sheriffs or other law enforcement or medical/emergency response 
personnel including response time from dispatch until the law enforcement officers or 
medicaVemergency response personnel are cleared from the call. Response will also 
inc\"de necessary report writing related to the call for all responders. 

(2) All persons are prohibited from: 
(a) Hosting or allowing any event Or gathering at any residence, 

premises, or on any other private or public property where alcohol or illegal, controlled, 
or mtoxicating substances are present when the person knows or reasonably should know 
that an underage person will or does 

Ci) Consume or ingest any alcohol, alcoholic beverage, or illegal, 
controlleq substance; or 

('li) Possess any alcohol, alcoholic beverage, or illegal, controlled 
substance with the intent to consume it; and . 

(iii) The person fails to take reasonable steps to prevent possession, 
ingestion or consumption by the underage person( s). 
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6.900 Lane Code 6.900 

(b) . The prohibitions of LC 6.900(2)(a) also apply to all persons who 
intentionally aid., advise, hire, counselor conspire with or otherwise procure another to 
comm.it the prohibited act outlined in LC 6.900(2)(a) above. 

(c) A person who hosts an event Or gathering does not have to be present 
at the event or gathering to be in violation ofLC 6.900. 

(3) Exceptions 
(a) ' The provisions of LC 6.900(2) do not apply to conduct solely 

between an underage person and his or her parents while present in the parent's 
household. 

(b) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) do not apply to legally protected 
religious observances. 

(c) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) do not apply to situations where 
underage persons are lawfully in possession of alcohol or alcoholic beverages during the 
course and scope of employment. 

(d) The provisions ofLC 6.900(2) do not apply to owners of large tracts 
of non-residential timber and agricultural land over 50 acres in size, and/or rental income 
property owners, unless they had knowledge of the event and consented to the occurrence 
of the event. 

(4) Enforcement and Penalties 
(a) The provisions ofLC 6.900(2) can be enforced by any police officer 

or sheriff's deputy within Lane County . 
(b) Violation of the Social Host Ordinance, LC 6.900, is an unclassified 

violation requiring a mandatory appearance and is punishable upon conviction as follows: 
(i) First response within a three (3) year period: 

(A) The occupant(s) and owner(s) of the property shall 
receive notice of the event and a warning that if another event occurs involving the same 
occupants and owners within 3 years, the provisions of LC 6.900 require payment of 
response fees and enhanced fmes. . 

(B) . The occupantCs) and owner(s) of the property shall be 
fined $500. 

(il) Second and subsequent responses within a three (3) year 
period: 

CA) For the second response, the occupantCs) and owner(s) 
shall be assessed the actual cost for law enforcement, fIre and other emergency response 
providers to respond to the location and conduct the investigation and/or emergency care 
that is deemed necessary by the responding agencies and a fine of $750. 

(B) For each subsequent response in a three (3) year period, 
the occupant(s) and owner(s) shall be assessed the actual cost for law enforcement, fire 
and other emergency response providers to respond to the location and conduct the 
investigation and/or emergency care that is deemed necessary by the responding 
agencies, and an additional $1,000 fine shall be charged. 

(5) Fees and fines can be collected through either a collection agency, through 
civil action or through a request for restitution through the appropriate court handling 
either the violation proceeding or related proceedings. Responding entities may formulate 
intergove=ental agreements as to the handling of response fee assessments. (R<Yised by 
Ordinance No. 5-09, Effective 2.4.10) 
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6.900 Lane Code 6.900 

SOCIAL HOST ORDINANCE 

6.900 Social Host Ordinance. 
(I) For pllJ1loses of this seetioaLC 6.900, the following words or terms have 

the following meanings: 
(a) "Alcohol" means ethyl alcoho~ hydrated ox.ide of ethyl, or spirits of 

wine, whiskey, rum, brandy, gin or any other distilled spirits including dilutions and 
mixtures thereof from whatever source or by whatever process produced. 

(b) "Alcoholic beverage" means alcohol, spirits, liquor, wine, beer and 
every liquid or solid containing alcohol, spirits, wine or beer, and which is fit for 
beverage pllJ1loses either alone or when diluted, mixed or combined with other 
substances. 

(c) "Event or gathering" means any group. of three or more persons who 
have assembled or gathered together for a social occasion or other activity. 

(d) "Hosf' means to aid, conduct, allow, entertain, organize, supervise, 
control or permit a gathering or event 

(e) "Parenf' means any person having legal custody of a juvenile: 
(i) As a natural or adoptive parent or step-parent; 
(ii) As a legal guardian; or 
(iii) As a person to whom legal custody has been given by order of 

the court. 
(f) "Person" means any individual, partnership, co-partnership, 

corporation, or any association of one Or more individuals. "Residence" or "premises" 
means any home, yard, farm, field, land, apartment, condominium, hotel or motel room, 
or other dwelling unit, or a hall or meeting room, park, or any other place of 
assembly, public or private, whether occupied as a dwelling or specifically for a party or 
other social function, and whether owned, leased, rented, or used with permission or 
compensation. 

(g) "Underage person" means any individual under twenty-one (21) 
years of age. 

(h) "Knowledge and consent or ae~uieseeBee" of a host is presumed if 
the owner( s) andlor occupant(s) of the residence or premises is a jlare,,! Of g>l!ll'Eiiae ef as 
Ufleerage jlerse" lHIe has been informed that an underage party was held at their residenoe 
or premises within the past three years. 

(i) "Response" includes, but is not limited to: the time spent on the call 
hy responding deputy sheriffs or other law enforcement or medicaVemergency response 
personnel including response time from dispatch until the law enforcement officers or 
medicaVemergency response personnel are cleared from the call. Response will also 
include necessary report writing related tcrthe call for all responders. 

(2) All persons are prohibited from: 
(a) Hosting or a1Iowing any event or gathering at any residence, 

premises, or on any other private or public property where alcohol or illegal, controlled, 
or intox.icating substances are present when the person knows or reasonably should know 
that an underage person will or does 

(i) Consume or ingest any alcoho~ alcoholic beverage, or illegal, 
controlled substance; or 

(ii) Possess any alcohol, alcoholic beverage, or illegal, controlled 
substance with the intent to consume it; and 
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6.900 Lane Code 6.900 
(iii) The person fails to take reasonable steps to prevent possession, 

ingestion or consumption by the underage person(s). 
(b) The prohibitions ofLC 6.900(2)(a) is orai""mee also applyies to all 

persons who intentionally aid, advise, hire, counselor conspire with or otherwise procure 
another to commit the prohibited act outlined in LC 6.900(2)(a) above .. 

(c) A person who hosts an event or gathering does not have to be present 
at the event or gathering to be in violation of this srainaneeLC 6.900. . 

(3) Exceptions 
(a) . The provisions of LC 6.900(2) is orainan.e does not apply to 

conduct solely between an underage person and his or her parents while present in the 
parent's household. 

(b) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) is oreinanee does not apply to legally 
protected religious observances. 

( c) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) is orainanee does not apply to 
situations where underage persons are lawfully in possession of alcohol or alcoho-lic 
beverages during the course and scope of employment. 

(d) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) is oroin",,"e does not apply to 
owners of large tracts of non-residential timber and agricultural land over 50 acres in 
size, and/or rental income property owners, unless they had knowledge of the event and 
consented sr aequiessea to the occurrence of the event. 

(4) Enforcement and Penalties 
I (a) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) is oramanse can be enforced by any 

police officer or sheriff's deputy within Lane County. 
(b) Violation of the Social Host Ordinance, LC 6.900, is an unclassified 

violation requiring a mandatory appearance and' is; punishable upon conviction as 
follows: 

(i) First response within a three (3) year period: 
(A) The occupant(s) andowner(s) of the property shall 

receive notice of the event and a warning that if another event occurs involving the sarne 
occupants and owners within 3 years, the ' provisions of LC 6.900 oniffi""se requires 
payment of response fees and enhanced fines. 

. (B) The occupant(s) and owner(s) of the property shall be 
fmed $~500. 

(ii) Second and subsequent responses within a three (3) year 
period: 

(A) For the second response, the occupant(s) and' owner{s) 
shall be assessed the actual cost for law enforcement, fire and other emergency response 
providers to respond to the location and conduct the investigation and/or emergency care 
tbat is deemed necessary by the responding agencies and a fine of $WG750. 

(B) For each subsequent response in a three (3) year period, 
the occupant(s) and owner(s) shall be assessed the actual cost for law enforcement, fire 
and other emergency response providers to respond to the location and conduct the 
investigation and/or emergency care that is deemed necessary by the responding 
agencies, and an additional $1,000 fine shall be charged. . 

(5) Effeetive Date. This srdiBanee snail take effect thirty (30) clays felle" ifig 
its flEaI l'assage asd aael'tiea.Fees and fines can be collected through either a 
coUection agency, through civil action or through a request for restitution through 
the appropriate court handling either the violation proceedlng or related 
proceedings. Responding entities may formulate intergovernmental agreements as 
to the handling of response fee assessments. (Revised by Ordinance No. 5-09. Effective 1.4.10) 
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6.900 Lane Code 6.900 

SOCIAL HOST ORDINANCE 

6.900 Social Host Ordinance. 
(1) For purposes oftrus LC 6.900, the foUowing wOJ'ds or terms have the following meanings: 

(a) . "Alcohol" means ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl, or spirits of wine, ",hilkey, 
rum, brandy, gin or any other distilled spirits including dilutions and mixtures thereof from whatever 
SOUl'Ce or by whatever process produced. 

. (b) "Alcoholic beverage" means alcoho~ spirits, liquor, wine, beer and every liquid or 
solid containing alcohol, spirits, wine or beer, and which is fit for 
beverage purposes either aloQ,e or when diluted, mixed or combined with other substances. 

(c) "Event or gathering" means any group of three or more persons who have assembled 
or gathered together for a social occasion or oilier activity.· 

(d) "Host" means to aid, conduct, aBow, entertain, org'anize, supervise, control or permit 
a gathering or event. . "-

(e) "Paren!" means any person having legal custody of a jllven ~ 

(i) As a natnral or adoptive parent or step-parent; .i 
(ii) As a legal guardian; or , 
(iii) As a person to wbom legal custody has bee".&ve~ ~rder the co~rt. 

(t) "Person" means any md,vldual, partnersh,p, ;'PJ!!1nenhip, co~q>.tJBll, or any 
association of one or more individuals. "Residence" o"r "premise§" meaIfs any home, ya.mrfann, fieJd., 
land, apartment, condominium, hotel or motel room, or other d ing ~it, or. haB or.;fueeting room, 
park, or any other pl.ce of assembly, public or private, wbe . -e upi~s a dwelling or specificaBy for 
a p .. iy or other social function, and whether owned, lease - d~ or used with permission or 

compensation. ~'--- ___ . 
(g) "Underage person" means any' dividual under ~~i\21) years of age. 
(b) "Knowledge and consent" 0 '~esUlned if tht!.iGWIler(s) and/or occupant(s) of 

the residence or premises has Peen infonned u~ <\f,;as held at their residence or 
premises within the past three years. ff 

(i) ''Response'' includes, but is Dot . - to: th time spent on the call by responding 
deputy sheriffs or other law enforc ~medical!e=ergency response personnel including response 
time from dispatch until the 18 forcer;!!mt officer%Jiinedicaliemergency response peJ1lonnel .... 
cleared from the caU. Respo . aJs elude ne~ary report writing reJated to the call for all 
~~= ~ 

(2) All persons are prohibi. am: 
(a) HQ§fu~lIowin lID' ",l;ent or gathering at any residence, premises, or OD any 

other private or pu~Yprop-;'r!)' ~ alco~-m illegal, controlled, or intoxicating substances are present 
when the person l!;il s or reasona~llsbouliil'know that an underage person will or does: 

--. Consume ,r ingest any a1coho~ alcoholic beverage, or illegal, controlled 
substance; or .I 

. (ii) P'~~~y alcohol, alcohoUc beverage, or illegal, controlled substance with 
the intent to consume it; and ~ . 

(iii) Th.?person fails to take reasonable steps to prevent possession, ingestion or 
consumption by the underage person(s). 

(b) The prohibitions of LC 6.900(2Xa) also .pply to ali persons who intentionally aid, 
advise, hire, collnsel or conspire with or otherwise procure another to commit the prohibited act outlined 
in LC 6.900(2)(0) above. 

(c) A person wbo hosts an event or gathering does not have to be present at !he event or 
gatbering to be in violation of LC 6.900. 

(3) If money is conected at tbe cyent from attendees, the provisions ofLC 6.900(5)(c) shall 
apply. 

(4) Exceptions 
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6.900 Lane Code 6.900 

(a) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) do Dot apply to conduct solely between an underage 
person and his or her parents while present in the parent's household. . 

(b) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) do not apply to legally protected religious 
observances. 

(c) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) do not apply to situations where underage persons are 
lawfully in possession of alcohoL or alcoholic beverages during the course and scope of empLoyment. 

(d) The provisions of LC 6.900(2) do not apply to owners of large tracts of non
residential timber and agricultul1l1 land over 50 acres in size, aocl/or rental income property OlYners, unless 
they had knowledge of the event and consented to U,e occurrence of the event. 

(54) Enforcement and Penalties . 
(a) The provisions ofLC 6.900 can be enforced by any police officer or sheriffs deputy 

witbin Lane County. 
(b) Violation of the Social Host Ordinance, LC 6.900, is an unclassified violation 

requiring a mandatory appearance and is punishable upon ccnviction as follows: .A 
. (i) First response within a U,ree (3) year period for a ~nt'¥tiat is free to all 

attendees·: 
(A) Tbe occupant(s) and owner(s) of the prop ."ceive notice of the 

event and a warning that if another eveu! occurs involving the same oc~p~and own witbin 3 years, 
the provisions ofLC 6.900 require payment of response fees and enl#'i!iJin~. }! 

(B) The occupant(s) and owner(s) ofth#opertY shall be fined ·'0 . 
. (ii) Second and subsequent responses w.\1lUn a \!)ree (3) year per' 7' for all eyent 

that is free 10 all .ttendees: ~ ~ 
(A) For tile second response, the occ~fsi"'ind owner(s) sbaJJ be assessed 

tJ?e actuaL cost for law enforcemcn~ fire and other emergency re'Sliflnse providers to respond to the 
location and cooduct the investigation and/or care that is det'vil'cessary by tbe responding . 
agencies and a fine of $750. £.. 

(B) For each three (3) year period, the occupant(s) 
and owner(s) sbal! be assessed the actual cost for aJld oU,er emergency response 
providers to respond to the location and conduct the emergency care U,at is deemed 
necessary by Ule responding fine sbal! be cbarged. 

(c) VioLation LC 6.900, in situations whet'e mouey is 
collectc~ from attendees is a mandatory appeal-aDce and is 
punishable upon conviction 

. (i) 'For a to tbe same location 01' for au eyent hosted by ,"me 
hosts, the occupant(~r(s) the eveut shall be assessed tbe actual cost for Imy 
ellfol'c.emellt, fire.JIIT other en~ellcy nse providers to respond to the location and conduct 
the iDyestigatio~/or emel'gen,\ f is deemeti ncce.ssllIJ' by the respoading agellcies, as 
well as • marimnm ~ of $20,000'1 

(ii)~or any,;cond and subsequent respouses to the same location or for an 
event hosted by same hos1E;,.,l,!r~cupant{s) and owner(s) and hosl of the event shaJJ be assessed the 
actunJ cost for Jaw eniorcetneIIt, fire and other emergency reSlJOllsc providers to respond to the 
location and conduct tbe ilfestigntion andlor emergency care that is deemed necessary by the 
responding agencies, as well as a maximum fine of $50)000, 

. (~) Fees and fines Can be collected through either a collection agency, through civil action or 
through a request for restitution through the appropriate court haJldling either the violation proceeding or 
reLated proceedings. Responding entities may fonnulatc intergovernmental agreements as to the bandling 
of response fee assessments. . 
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