
 

Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
April 6th, 2022 2-4 PM  

Zoom 
Members: Sarah Altemus-Pope, Commissioner Joe Berney, Maya Buchanan, David Eisler, Kim Forrest, 
Dr. M Jackson—Chair, Melinda Montgomery, Tao Orion, Eloise Parish-Mueller—Co-Chair, Samantha 
Roberts, Rob Zako  

Lane County Staff: Mark Nystrom, Cody Kleinsmith 

Introductions (20 minutes) 2:00 PM 
 Ice breaker coming soon 
 
Action Item (5 minutes) 2:20 PM 
 Approve March Minutes 
  
Public Comment (10 minutes) 2:25 PM 
 CAC Member Response and Email Summary (5 minutes) 
 
CREFT Update (20 minutes) 2:45 PM 
 Paige Hopkins, Beyond Toxics 
 
Lane County Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Plan Update (30 minutes) 3:05 PM 

• Plan Recap 
• Review Recommendations 
• Possible Action Item 

 
CAC Member Updates & Announcements (15 minutes) 3:35 PM 

• Forestry Carbon Sequestration Discussion 
 
Next Steps (10 minutes) 3:50 PM 
 
Adjourn 4:00 PM 

 
Next Meeting: May 4th, 2-4 PM   

Zoom 

 Climate Advisory Committee 
 Moving the County’s Climate Agenda Forward 



To: Lane County Board of Commissioners 
From: Lane County Climate Action Committee 
Re: Declaring Forest Carbon Sequestration a Priority of Lane County  
Date: X/xx/22 
 
Dear Chair Farr, Vice Chair Trieger, and Lane County Board of Commissioners:  
 
While ratcheting down greenhouse gas emissions is of the utmost importance as we determine the most 
effective ways to mitigate and adapt to climate change, we know that emissions reductions alone will not 
be enough. It is crucial that Lane County recognize the importance of drawing down atmospheric carbon 
and storing it in our forests, vegetation, and soils as a crucial climate action as well.  
 
In 2020, Governor Brown recognized the role of carbon sequestration in Executive Order 20-04 on 
climate action. Stemming from directives in the Executive Order, the Oregon Global Warming 
Commission and the Oregon Department of Forestry released a proposal and plan, respectively, charting a 
path forward for Oregon to develop and implement strategies that prioritize carbon sequestration on 
forestlands and forested tidal wetlands. As advisors to the Board on decisions concerning climate change, 
we feel it is appropriate for the Board to take action to meaningfully recognize the importance of carbon 
sequestration as well.  
 
Lane County is uniquely positioned to be a bold leader amongst local governments in Oregon as we aim 
to support the resilience of our communities and our ecosystems as the impacts of climate change unfold. 
According to carbon accounting data from the Oregon Department of Forestry, Lane County has a forest 
carbon base that far exceeds other countries and high potential for carbon sequestration and storage (see 
table below). Further, the county can encourage “blue carbon” sequestration in its waters, including the 
Siuslaw Estuary in western Lane County. Actions that restore and protect coastal wetlands like those in 
the Siuslaw Estuary not only increase blue carbon sequestration but also improving fish and wildlife 
habitat, protecting coastal communities from increasing impacts from storm surges and sea level rise, and 
supporting coastal economies dependent on tourism and production.   
 
In light of the importance of sequestering and storing carbon in Lane County forestlands paired with the 
significant forest carbon base that exists in Lane County, the CAC is respectfully requesting that the 
Board of Commissioners adopt a strong statement that clearly prioritizes the role of forests for the critical 
need for carbon sequestration and storage to ensure we meet our county climate goals. A resolution of this 
effect would align with the Oregon Global Warming Commission’s recommendations and related 
legislative actions. Please consider adopting the following statements:  
 

Whereas Oregon’s forests and other natural and working lands and waters are among the world’s 
most productive carbon sinks in the world; and  
 
Whereas Oregon’s natural and working lands and waters should be managed to be the most 
resilient and robust carbon sink we can achieve while maintaining the health of our economy and 
communities and enhancing social equity and quality of life for all Oregonians; and 

 

https://www.keeporegoncool.org/s/2021-OGWC-Natural-and-Working-Lands-Proposal.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/forestbenefits/Documents/odf-climate-change-and-carbon-plan-draft.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2022R1/Measures/Overview/SB1534
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2022R1/Measures/Overview/SB1534


Whereas the State of Oregon is enacting policies and programs to increase carbon sequestration 
and Lane County desires to be well-positioned to engage in programs and receive benefits from 
state and federal programs that will increase carbon sequestration and support both state and 
county climate goals; 
 
The Lane County Board of Commissioners declares that it is the policy of this county to increase 
carbon sequestration in, and the resilience of, natural and working lands and waters of Lane 
County.  
 

A related action the Lane County Board of Commissioners could recommend would be for the County to 
promptly: 

 
1. Hire a forestry specialist to develop and implement practices and programs to increase carbon 

sequestration on forest lands in Lane County to address mitigate climate risk, enhance the 
economic and environmental quality for County residents and take advantage of Lane County’s 
potential to be a world-class forest carbon sequestration leader;  

2. Use best available and state-adopted a) carbon storage baseline, b) metrics designed to track 
progress implementing strategies to increase carbon sequestration and storage in natural and 
working lands and waters, and c) metrics designed to measure the benefits and burdens on 
communities associated with strategies for carbon sequestration or carbon-loss prevention due to 
wildfire in natural and working lands and waters; 

3. Identify strategies that will increase carbon sequestration and storage in natural and working 
lands in Lane County; 

3.4. Identify strategies that will prevent carbon flux due to wildfire in natural and working lands in 
Lane County;  

4.5. Direct the forestry specialist to consider the benefits of carbon sequestration strategies for 
climate-impacted communities and incorporate the interests of and solicit for input from 
landowners, land managers and communities in the consideration of carbon sequestration 
strategies;  

5.6. Direct the forestry specialist to evaluate opportunities to either develop or consider developing 
programs to connect Lane County landowners and managers with technical assistance, financial 
incentives, or best management practice training programs to support the successful 
implementation of carbon sequestration strategies;  

6.7. Facilitate participation in incentive-based programs offered by the state for carbon sequestration 
for a diversity of landowners and managers; 

7.8. As relevant, seek societal and economic benefits in addition to carbon sequestration. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to submit this statement for consideration and look forward to working 
with the Board to encourage its adoption.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Forest Subcommittee of the Lane County Climate Advisory Committee  
 
 



(Oregon Forest Ecosystem Carbon Report, pg. 72) 

https://www.oregon.gov/odf/ForestBenefits/Documents/Forest%20Carbon%20Study/OR-Forest-Ecosystem-Carbon-2001-2016-Report-FINAL.pdf


 

 
 
To: Lane County Board of Commissioners 
From: Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
RE: Suggested Changes to the Lane County Community Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Plan 
Date: April 6, 2022 
 
Chair Farr and Commissioners, 
 
As a committee, we have had the opportunity to receive updates and provide feedback on the 
Lane County Community Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Plan throughout its development, and look 
forward to continuing to engage throughout the process of implementation. We (support/don’t 
support/oppose) the adoption of the Plan (with the following changes based on CAC and 
community input). Thank you for taking action on this important issue. 
 
(existing text is in normal font, suggested changes in italics): 
 
Electric Vehicles (page 21): 
EV-A3 Leverage available federal funds to expand the Local Charging Network, and actively 
seek out additional funding necessary to support the buildout of an effective and equitable 
charging network 
EV-A4 Educate and communicate with Lane County residents around personal EV purchase and 
use, and updates on relevant developments in infrastructure and financial support 
EV-C3 Work with Travel Lane County, cities, utilities, and other organizations to ensure that 
destination charging is available throughout Lane County. Prioritize increased access to 
charging infrastructure for rural areas, low-income residents, and residents of apartment and 
multifamily housing to alleviate range anxiety and increase accessibility of electrified 
transportation. 
 
Grid Decarbonization (page 25): 
GD-A1 Support electric utilities as they build out utility scale renewable energy projects through 
expedited planning reviews and supplying suitable property for development. Work with local 
utilities to encourage the buildout of local and community-owned solar/ renewable energy 
projects that can support resilience and emissions reductions. 
 
Residential Appliance Electrification (page 31): 
AC-A1 Commit to no fossil fuel infrastructure in new county-owned building projects or county 
funded building projects.   

Commented [1]: sections in parentheses here are 
dependent on committee decision 



 

AC-A3 Investigate funding sources to help low to moderate income residents and businesses 
replace their gas appliances with electric alternatives when an upgrade is needed. 
AC-C1 Convene utilities and cities to encourage increasing the efficiency of existing systems, 
the electrification of existing systems at end of useful life, and the electrification of heating and 
cooling and the heating of water using heat pumps (see table on page 32 for impacts of electricity 
versus natural gas). 
AC-S2 Support state and federal legislation that encourages building electrification 
 
Add back following NG/AC actions 
Support cities as they push for further regulation against the expansion of the natural gas 
system. 
Convene utilities and cities to decide the best steps forward in reducing the demand for natural 
gas. 
 
Mass Transit (page 34): 
MT-S2 Support LTD in their efforts to create the most effective route system and schedule 
possible, and ensure transit options for workers in sectors where telecommuting is not an option. 
 
 
Energy Efficiency (page 43). 
EE-S3 Support the utilities, Energy Trust of Oregon, and cities in their efforts to increase the 
energy efficiency of rentals and homes and access to affordable heat pumps and home 
weatherization, particularly focused on low-income residents.  
EE-A2 Investigate funding options and grants to help small businesses and low income residents 
electrify their buildings and homes and make efficiency upgrades. 
 
Pathways for Fossil Free Energy (page 45): 
There are significant challenges ahead for both the electrical grid and natural gas system to 
achieve these carbon reduction goals. The electrical grid already has the technology to supply 
sufficient renewable energy but has to address winter peaking issues. The natural gas system has 
barriers to reach its 90% carbon reduction goals; the technologies to switch and scale new fuels 
within the existing gas infrastructure are in the earliest stages of development. Current pipeline 
infrastructure cannot support fuel made that is more than 15-25% green hydrogen, and 
renewable natural gas can pose health risks for consumers, supplies are limited, and is 
sourced in large part from intensive animal agriculture operations which have significant 
negative effects on the environment and surrounding communities. Carbon neutral fuels 
such as hydrogen, and gas captured from landfills, will also be needed for industrial uses 
which currently lack other non-fossil power options, making the electrification of 
residential energy supply a strategic choice for ensuring the efficient allocation of 
available resources to meet our climate goals.  

https://earthjustice.org/sites/default/files/feature/2020/report-decarb/Report_Building-Decarbonization-2020.pdf


 

Additional recommendations: 

● Lane County staffs a grant writer position to support the goal of obtaining funds to carry 
out the actions and goals of the plan and support community partners advancing these 
objectives 

● Consider and prioritize equitable workforce development and job creation in low carbon 
jobs, renewable energy, and building electrification and weatherization while 
implementing the CAP 

● Develop a clear and quantifiable Climate Equity Metric system with input and feedback 
from the community, and include results in this area in subsequent CAP updates and 
progress reports. Beyond Toxics has shared specific recommendations for establishing 
this metric, along with functioning examples in other counties, cities, and government 
programs. 

○ Equity Metrics In Lane County Climate action plan 

We thank you for your time. If you have any questions regarding these recommendations, 
please reach out to XXXX 
 
Sincerely, 
XXXX 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1neGLNJWXWgchyCgVyl7QKFCCqSajTNDZ0Mr9ylySofA/edit
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