
 It’s Time to Electrify Oregon’s Buildings 
 ...and leave gas in the past 

 Governing  bodies  around  the  world  are  doing  everything  possible  to  cool  our  planet  and  keep  Earth’s  atmosphere 
 within  1.5  -  2  degrees  C  of  warming.  Oregon  is  no  excep�on;  EO  20-04  set  ambi�ous  goals  to  phase  out  fossil  fuels; 
 the  next  12  months  will  be  cri�cal  for  structuring  new  policies  at  all  levels  of  government.  Jurisdic�ons  must  prevent 
 new  gas  infrastructure  and  facilitate  a  rapid  and  just  transi�on  to  protect  public  health,  ratepayers’  pocketbooks,  and 
 our climate. 

 Oregonians, the market, experts, and our climate agree: The Future is Electric. 
 ᐧ  In  August  2021,  69  organiza�ons  from  the  Pacific  Northwest  endorsed  a  report  exposing  the  dangers  of  methane 

 gas & NW Natural’s misinforma�on campaigns  1 

 ᐧ  NW  Natural  residen�al  customers  just  received  a  13%  rate  hike  and  another  substan�al  rate  hike  is  expected  to 
 follow. Gas prices are skyrocke�ng worldwide.  2 

 ᐧ  A�er transporta�on, residen�al & commercial building energy use is Oregon’s second largest source of emissions. 
 ᐧ  Rapid electrifica�on is the most economical pathway to decarbonize Oregon’s building sector. 
 ᐧ  Oregon  has  passed  legisla�on  making  it  a  na�onal  leader  in  cleaning  up  our  electricity  supply  and  protec�ng 

 low-income rate payers. 
 ᐧ  Major  reduc�ons  in  the  use  of  natural  gas  “  is  the  strongest  lever  we  have  to  slow  climate  change  over  the  next 

 25  years…We  need  interna�onal  coopera�on  to  urgently  reduce  methane  emissions  as  much  as  possible  this 
 decade.” -- United Na�ons, May 2021  3 

 ᐧ  Why? Because methane is 86 �mes more powerful than CO  2  at trapping heat in its first 20 years. 
 ᐧ  The kind of rate increase NW Natural is proposing today is the beginning of a worldwide market trend. 

 ᐧ  How  Oregon  electrifies  its  buildings  ma�ers.  Front-line  communi�es  must  be  integral  to  developing  policies  and 
 programs. Oregon must not leave those unable to pay for electrifica�on subsidizing an ever-shrinking gas system. 

 The truth is: 
 ᐧ  Today’s  policies  have  enabled  a  40%  increase  in 

 emissions  from  burning  &  leaking  methane  since 
 2011.  4 

 ᐧ  Natural  gas  is  not  a  “bridge”  fuel.  When  methane 
 leakage  is  accounted  for,  natural  gas  is  as  bad  as  coal 
 with respect to global warming. 

 ᐧ  Renewable  natural  gas  (RNG)  and  green  hydrogen  are 
 not  cost-effec�ve  solu�ons  to  mee�ng  Oregon’s  goals 
 and  will  not  be  available  in  adequate  quan��es  to 
 replace fossil gas in this century. 

 ᐧ  The  Northwest’s  gas  supply  comes  primarily  from 
 fracking,  which  creates  serious  water  pollu�on  issues 
 for  vulnerable  communi�es  living  near  extrac�on 
 wells. 

 4  h�ps://www.oregon.gov/deq/aq/programs/Pages/GHG-Emissions.aspx 

 3  h�ps://news.un.org/en/story/2021/05/1091402 

 2  h�ps://www.cnbc.com/2021/10/08/natural-gas-prices-are-skyrocke�ng-globally-what-it-means-for-the-us.html 

 1  “Methane Gas: Health, Safety and Decarboniza�on - Se�ng the Record Straight” is available at: 
 h�ps://powerpas�rackedgas.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Methane-Gas-Health-Safety-and-Decarboniza�on.pdf. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/05/1091402


 ᐧ  Perpetua�ng  gas  infrastructure  such  as  new  pipes  and  gas  appliances,  will  effec�vely  promote  the  con�nued 
 burning of (fracked) fossil gas. 

 An electric home is be�er for your family’s health  . 
 ᐧ  Electric  heat  pumps  are  a  good  match  for  Oregon’s  changing  climate,  providing  life-saving  and  affordable  cooling 

 during heat waves as well as winter hea�ng. 
 ᐧ  Electric  induc�on  stoves  are  safer  for  children,  elders  and  Oregonians  with  disabili�es  because  all  the  heat  goes 

 into  the  pot;  they  respond  more  quickly  than  gas  stoves  and  the  fact  that  they’re  90%  efficient  makes  them 
 affordable to operate.  5 

 The truth is: 
 ᐧ  Burning  methane  indoors  (gas  stoves  &  furnaces)  can  produce  high  concentra�ons  of  pollutants  that  would  be 

 illegal  outdoors.  This  causes  significant  health  risks:  Nitrogen  dioxide  increases  the  risk  of  asthma  in  children  by 
 42%  and  worsens  respiratory  illnesses  in  adults.  Carbon  monoxide  can  worsen  heart  problems.  Par�culate  ma�er 
 leads  to  many  problems  including  stroke  and  preterm  and  low  birth  weight  babies.  Formaldehyde  can  cause 
 cancer. 

 ᐧ  Gas  stoves  con�nuously  leak  significant  amounts  of  methane,  even  when  they  are  not  lit,  according  to  a  new  study 
 out  of  Stanford.  This  study  also  showed  that  dangerous  NO  2  climbs  within  minutes  of  turning  on  a  stove  -  more 
 quickly than we had realized. 

 ᐧ  People  can  learn  how  to  cook  without  gas.  The  gas  industry  has  aggressively  promoted  gas  ranges  since  the  1950’s. 
 Cooks  love  them,  even  though  they  are  just  40%  efficient  and  harm  human  health.  Americans  once  loved  lead 
 gasoline & paint, too! But now we know be�er. 

 Methane Gas: Health, Safety and Decarboniza�on - Se�ng the Record Straight  (Report Released August  2021) 
 Endorsing Organiza�ons: 

 350 Deschutes 
 350 Eugene 
 350 Sea�le 
 350 PDX 
 43rd Democrats Environmental Caucus 
 Alliance for Community Engagement SW WA 
 Audubon Society of Portland 
 Back Bay Green 
 Backbone Campaign 
 Beyond Toxics 
 Boston Climate Ac�on Network 
 Braided River Campaign 
 Breach Collec�ve 
 Cascadia Climate Ac�on Now 
 CedarAc�on 
 Climate Jobs PDX 
 Climate Rail Alliance 
 Coali�on of Communi�es of Color 
 Columbia Gorge Climate Ac�on Network 
 Columbia Riverkeeper 
 Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 
 Electrify Corvallis 
 Electrify Now 
 Community Energy Project 

 Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 
 Environment and Climate Caucus 
 Eugene Democra�c Socialists of America 
 EV Life 
 Ex�nc�on Rebellion PDX 
 Families for Climate 
 Green Buildings Now 
 Green Energy Ins�tute at Lewis & Clark Law 

 School 
 Green Living Journal 
 Inclusive Designers Podcast 
 Irthlingz Arts-Based Environmental 

 Educa�on 
 Loo Wit Group 
 Metropolitan Alliance for Common Good 
 Neighbors for Clean Air 
 No Methanol 360 
 Onward Oregon 
 OPAL Environmental Jus�ce 
 Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club 
 Oregon Conservancy Founda�on 
 Oregon Environmental Council 
 Oregon Just Transi�on Alliance 
 Oregon League of Conserva�on Voters 

 Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 Oregon State Representa�ve 
 People for Climate Ac�on 
 Portland Clean Air 
 Portland Harbor Community Coali�on 
 Portland Raging Grannies 
 Portland Youth Climate Council 
 Power Past Fracked Gas 
 Quiet Clean PDX 
 Redefine Tacoma 
 Rocky Mountain Ins�tute 
 Rogue Climate 
 Sierra Club 
 Solar Oregon 
 Southern Oregon Climate Ac�on Now 
 St Andrew Catholic Church 
 St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
 St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church 
 STAND.earth 
 Union of Concerned Scien�sts 
 Verde 
 Washington Environmental Council 
 Washington Physicians for Social 

 Responsibility 

 5  h�ps://www.aceee.org/files/proceedings/2014/data/papers/9-702.pdf 

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.1c04707
https://powerpastfrackedgas.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Methane-Gas-Health-Safety-and-Decarbonization.pdf
https://www.aceee.org/files/proceedings/2014/data/papers/9-702.pdf

